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butler's diary. 



MR. RULE, notwithftanding his 
heart beat with every folicitous 
impreiiion, to be inftrumental towards 
promoting the happinefs of Mrs. Clann, 
yet his natural parfimony at this mo- 
ment fuggefted a doubt in his breafl 
refpe<fting the guarantee for the hun- 
dred a year he was to advance Mrs. 
VOL. II. B Clann 
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Clann during the captain's abfence. 
Captain Clann was dead, therefore he 
could make no demand on his efFedls, 
which would have been inftantly paid 
had he lived; Mifs Eggerton's fortune 
was certainly forfeited, and there was 
no trufting to mankind, although there 
was an infant child, who would look 
to a grand-father for the inheritance 
of his father and mother (as he did 
not fuppofe Mrs. Clann would long 
furvive fo fevere a lofs as the death of 
a hufband fo dear to her) thefe fug- 
gcftions, the effedks of age and its con- 
comitant attendant avarice, Mrs. 
Bridget and Mr. Humphry can- 
vaflbd over; the legacy left by Mr. 
Grey was void by his death; hcriC 

Mrs. 
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Mrs, Bridget advanced the dodlrine of 
Jber lady's toilet, as (he found from the 
converfation there, the Counfellor who 
had given his opinion, that if the bro- 
ther furvive the uncle, it would come to 
their family, and if fb, Mr. Humphr)% 
faid Bridget, my dear young . lady's 
fon muft inherit his fatlier's fortune, 
and ihe muft declare her marriage, for 
then fhe will have her ftiare, as I have 
heard; the law fays, if a man dies with- 
out a will, the wife comes in for her 
thirds, if there is a child, thefe obfer- 
vations curtailed to the fteward, from ? 
an oracle fo profound, quieted the 
fears of age and diftruft, and he was 
content to wait the decifion, which . 
did not remain long in fufpenfe. The 

B 2 war 
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war office aflertained the fuppofed 
death of Captain Clann, and the gen- 
tleman who had come from Bencoolen^ 
in the ifland of Sumatra^ where Mr. 
Grey died, and who had brought over 
his will, and other credentials, to pay 
the feveral legatees, proved he left the 
world a month before the captain. 

This important matter being fettled 
the young 'Squire and the Counfellor, 
being of age, received their feveral 
legacies from Mr. Grey. The mind 
of man naturally alpires to indepen- 
dence, they no longer looked to an in- 
dulgent father for fupport; the fpirit 
of emegration, which had been fmo- 
thercd in the breaft of Sir Thcophilus 

in 
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in his youth, from common and cafual 
caufes, with an early attachment and 
marriage, began to appear, in his rif- 
ing family. Mr. Clann difappointed 
and vexed, fought in independence for 
comfort in variety, determined to vifit 
foreign courts, and to trace men and 
manners, the Couniellor, ihidious of 
antiquities (and likewife independent) 
was for travelling far, and exploring 
the wonders as admiring the produc- 
tions of nature; they crofled to the 
Continent together, where they pro- 
pofed to part for two years, when they 
intended to return home. 



Thus was Lady Betty deprived at 
once of all her fons (ftill moft to de- 

B 3 plore 
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plore him fhe fliould never fee again) 
in her daughters was her only confola-- 
tion ; the five and twenty thoufand 
pounds Mifs Clann was in a certainty 
* to poflefs in two years, (or on the day 
of marriage) made the warmth of Mr. 
Suiftmerfield's love increaie, they made 
mutual aiid fretjcrcnt profeffion' of eter- 
nal conftancy, their private affigna* 
ticns the foyers preft for with fervency, 
and was too cafily yielded to by the 
credulous and unfiiipefting ; he w^fti- 
ed to prevail with her to make a trip to 
Scotland, but feared a too hafty pref- 
fure might create di-ffruft. 

In the mean time Mr. Cram was 
full of the idea his Nat fliould have 

Mifs 
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Mifs Clann^ (the additional fortune 
being no impediment) and he ventur- 
ed (in private) to propofe it to him. 
Nat iaid he had no objedlion to the 
girl, though he did not like her fo well 
as Miis Bab^ but he would coniider 
of it, in confequence he went fre- 
qoeotly tathe houfe, (Mr. Summer-* 
field with him) to whom he com** 
municated his father's wiihes and his 
intentions, which roufed Mr. Summer- 
field to exert all his influence and cir- 
cumveat then» while in his power. 

In this fuggeftion he was right, for 
a ]&rmer known to the :&mily, had met 
Mifs Clann and the curate together in 
Elm Lane, m^ore than once, he told 

B 4 it 
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it to Mr. Rule, the fteward, who 
being a confcientious man, immediate- 
ly informed Sir Theophilus of the re- 
port. Sir Theophilus, alarmed at 
fuch an alliance, told it to Lady Betty, 
commiffioning her to interrogate her* 
daughter,' which fhe did not fail to do, 
diicanting on the impropriety, as well 
as the difhonour it was to fbnxi.bad and 
inferior connexions, and then told her 
the report. Mifs Clann, with an 
effrontery proper to cafes fo circum- 
flanced, totally denied the affertion, 
and joined her mother in the impru- 
dence of fuch alliances, bringing up 
Mifs Eggerton as a proof, (which 
proof was not however aifcrtained) 
Lady Betty, therefore by quieting her 

own 
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own fufpicions lulled thofe of Sir 
Theophilus, (who was guided by her, 
even in his mental fenfations) and they 
biegan to forget the calumny; however, 
Mr. Summerfield was not received at 
the lodge as ufual, a coolnefs, (which 
he foon obferved) ftnd for what caufe, 
Mifs Clann as loon informed him, 
made him haften the overture, which 
he made the next meeting they had. 
Mifs Clann did not take much time 
to confider of it, (it did not admit of 
much confideration) and fiie aiTented 
to go off with him for Gretna- Green, 
(the receptical for the inconfiderate) 
in the evening of the next day, when 
he was to provide a pou chaife and 
four horfes at the end of the Afligna- 

B 5 tion 
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tion Walk, Elm Lane, when flie 
would meet him. 



Though Lady Betty pretended to 
believe her daughter's aflertion re- 
fpedting.Mr. Summerfield, (he never- 
thelefs kept a vigilant eye over her,, 
and Mifs Conftantia, who could not 
fail hearing of the report, if Mifs Clann 
was miffing for a minute, would fay, 
'where is Nelly, mamma/ this was 
always a fpur to Lady Betty^s cautions,. 
and ihe was immediately fought after> 
if only in the adjoining apartment, fuf- 
^icion and diftruft to a young and adive 
n^ind, is fure to accelerate an enter- 
prife; ihe longed for the hour of meet- 
ing, when (he was to quit her father's 

houfe 
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houfe for ever, and embrace the pro- 
tedtion of a hufband, fele<fted by her- 
felf, uiiadvifedor unconfulted by any 
one. 



At length the evening advanced, 
it was in autumn, when the nights 
began to cloft, but that the moon, 
through the hazy clouded fky, gave a 
light, faint indeed, but fufficient for 
her to find her way, incautious and 
unwary, to meet her lover ; a flight 
pretence caufed her to leave the draw- 
ing room, and her friends^ when fhe 
flew with hafl^ and was received by 
him who would not fs\il in the ap- 
pointment. 

B 6 Previous 
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Previous to their meetings Mr* 
Summerfield had given due confidera- 
tion to a plan he did not wiih fhould 
be circumvented; he knew Mifs Clann 
was watched, and thought it probable 
he were too, he likewife recolleded 
the intention of young Cram, to have 
her; he therefore, previous to the fct 
out, a few hours before he invited Nat 
to come and drink tea with him at his 
lodgings, as he had a fcheme to pro- 
poietohim; Mr* Cram went readily, 
and they, drank tea together, after 
which Mr. Summerfield opened the 
budget by telling young Cram he had 
an appointment with Mr, Loam's 
daughter to meet her at eight o'clock, 

* 

but as he did not chufe the people of 

the 
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the houfc fhould know he was out, 
wifhed he would perfoliate him by an 
exchange of cloaths^ and fit there till 
his return ^ as we are both nearly of 
a Gzc, faid Mr. Sunimerfield> the de- 
ception will not be difbovered^ and 
you n^y divert yourfelf with a book 
from my library^ for the time I am 
gone. Young Cram, who loved a 
froHck to his heart, entered immedi- 
ately into the fcheme, and they ex- 
changed garments. Mr. Sununer- 
field took leave of Mr. Cram for the 
hour with * your fervant fir/ leaving 
him to the enjo3maent of a book, while 
as Mn Cram he flew to his afiignation, 
with his fair and willing runaway, 
who was pundual as time, but when, 

by 
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1^ the light, which was feint, fhe fkw 
the pcrfon df yoang Gram approach,, 
fhe dircAly thought all their plan \i^a& 
difcovered, and haftily blamed herfelf 
for allowing the familiarity of conver- 
fetion, to which fhe had givc^n encou- 
ragement, as a deception to SirTheo- 
philus and Lady Betty^ whi^n Mri 
Cram was there; however, fhe was 
happily prefently undeceived,, and Mr. 
Summerfield hurrying her into the 
ehai&]i they were fbon feme milcg 
from Iddleflone Lodge, on their road 
to Lincoln, and Gretna* Green. 



Bttt to return to the Lbdgt j Mifs 
Clann being abfcnt from the drawing- 
roQtti an hour,, Mifs Conflantia began 

her 
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her ufual enquiry* ' where was Nelly 
gone 'y Lady Betty rang the bell, to 
forward the enquiry, when, as no cmc 
could tell, Mrs. Bridget was fum* 
moned, 'and flie went to her dreffing- 
room; no Mifs Clann was there, the 
garden was fearched, as fhe was fond 
of walking by moon-light, but ftill 
no intelligence, till they met one 
of the helpers to the ftables, who faid 
he faw her with young Mr. Cram, 
turn into Elm-lane : this being carried 
to Sir Theophilus and Lady Betty, 
they remained iatisfied till fuppcr time, 
when her not appearing, Sjr Theo- 
philus. fent a fervant to know if fhe 
was at Mr. Cramps houfe, (as fhe had 
afFeftcd an intimacy with Mifs Vul- 
ture) 
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ture) the anfwer returned was, that 
neither fhe nor his ion was at home ; 
alarmed at this. Sir Theophilus took 
his cane, and went to Mr. Cram's, 
where he was told that fhe was feen 
walking in Elm-lane with his fon. 
Old Cram, elated with her fuppofed 
eaiy compliance with his fon's wifhes, 
in the fiilnefs of his heart, told Sir 
Theophilus of his intention to make 
Mifs Clann an offer, not in the leafl 
doubting his concurrence, and then 
laughing, (faid) he did not think Nat 
had fo much fpirit as to run away with 
her, but if they have taken a trip, 
why you and I, Sir Theophilus, will 
drink a bottle of wijie to their future 
happinefs. Sir Theophilus^ who did 

not 
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not ysi his heart approve of the match 
was neverthelcfs obliged to comply 
with his requeft at this time» and a 
bottle of wine was brought, while 
Mrs. Cram and Mifs Vulture fat fret* 
tipg inwardly at the diiappointment to. 
all^their hopes, at the fame time obl%«' 
ed to join Mr. Cram in the 



he ieemed to take in Nat's having iiich 
a ^iiit, while Sir Theophilus was 
with Mr. Cram, Lady Betty had her 
doubts return about Mr. Summerfield, 
though in her own mind (he had ra- 
ther it were him then young Cram, 
for Mr. Summeriield was a profeifional 
man and a ichokr, but young Cram 
had nothing to recommend him but 
money; however, to fatisfy herfelf, 

fhc 
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ihcfexrt to Mr. Summcrfi^d's lodgings, 
to know if he was at home, and was 
swifvver ed * yes,'— there now remained 
no dbubt, if ibe was gone ofF, it was 
wkhMr. Cram* When ftr: Theophi- 
kis returned home, be infomoed Ladjr 
Beti^ of alt that Imd paile^c wkk tim 
contib^nia^g curounftimci^ dnt ^"pdSt 
duife and. fbar was feeb d^ yerjr 
hard by-the direction poflSj^ whkh led 
innnedtatel)^ from the pbfce. where the 
feneant iaid he .law them pafs. r. j 



I. 



. AfWr -Sir TheophUus left Mr. 
CrAm'& houfe, he went to ' bed exult- 
ing » his fon's fpirit— * 1 did not think: 
my dear, (to Mrs* Cram) Nat would 
have run a\vay wkh any girl, much lefs 

with 
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with the daughter of a Baronet> but 
he knows what he is about, there is a 
good dieal of money, • aye, aye, Nat 
don't want for difcernment, it was 
what I always wifhed for him to have 
Nelly Clann. Mrs. Cram did not 
make many replies to the volubility of 
her hufband, who at length talked 
himfelf to fleep ; the laft words falter- 
ing on his tongue, * Nat,' and ' fpirit,' 
bat the night did not pa& (6 compo&d 
at the Lodge^ Lady Betty could not 
ikepfor the flain on the family honors* 
Sir Theophilus was to refund the five 
and twenty dMuiand pounds, which 
was lodged in his hands by Mr. Grey, 
the natural guardian to his daughter, 
till (lie was of age (otberwife marricd)^ 

white 
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while Mifs Conftantia laughed at her 
fifter's choice, declaring fhe thought 
Nelly had a better tafte, arid that Mr* 
Sumraerfield, in her opinion, was by 
far the more eligible man than that 
blundering looby ; however her fifter's 
flight did not difturb her reft, and flie 
flept all night very found. 

We will now' vifit the lodgings of 
Mr. Summerfield, where he left his 
reprefentativc> Mr. Cram, who fat 
very quietly alone for the hour, read- 
ing the play of the Merry Wives of 
Windfor; when another half hour 
had paft away he looked at his watch, 
it was half after nine, his fether/s 
iupper time, ten o'clock came, and his 

impatience 



3 
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impatience^ as hisfurprife^ increaied^ 
he looked at himfelf in his profeffional 
garb, which was truly canonical^ for 
his own breeches were black fattin, 
and he had exchanged a drab coloured 
coat with a ilripped filk waiftcoat, for a 
fuperfine raven grey; the time paft on 
till near twelve, when the people of 
the houfe began to wonder at Mr, 
Summerfield's fetting up fo late, who 
generally kept good hours; various 
were the fchemes he adopted ; firft he 
propofcd going to bed as Mr. Summer- 
field, then he would fit up all night, 
neither of thefe would do, at length he 
determined to diicover himfelf to the 
miftrefs of the houfe, and go home, ] 
where the family being by this time in 

bed 
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hed he could make one of the fervants 
let him in^ and he would go to his 
own room; this appeared the moft eli- 
gible plan, and he adopted it. Mrs. 
Lowe, who was a widow, appeared 
greatly furprifed at his appearance, but 
knowing the report of Mifs Clann 
and Mr. Summerfield, prefently guef- 
&d the cauib of the metamorphofe ; 
young Cram went home ; in his way 
he met Sir Theophilus returning from 
his father's. Sir Theophilus gave the 
fuppofed .Mr. Summerfield the Saluta- 
tion of — ^'good night fir,* aad pafled 
on, when Lady fictty informed him 
of a certainty Mr. Sununerfield was at 
his lodginga; Sir Theophilus confirm- 
ed it, hy having^met him, ! though they 

could 
6 
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could not conjediure where he could 
be going at fo late an hour of the 
night. 

Young Cram, on approaching his 
fether's, difcovered light in all the 
faoufe, for the family were not yet in 
bed, he therefore delayed his going in 
'for fome time, when he was met by the 
gardener, who was going to unchain 
the.great houfe dog, and aiking him, 
if he wanted his young maftcr, (as 
fuppofing it Mr. Sununerfield) told 
him they thought as how he had run 
away with Mifs Glanh; this led to 
him a fufpicion of the truth: he, 
however, waited till the family were 

quiet and then^at the kilshen window, 

called 
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called to John, his own fervant, who 
was the laft up, and being let in, tel- 
ling him not to fay he was come home, 
crept foftly to his own room, the fer- 
vant wondering to fee him in a drefs fo 
different from what he went out in, but 
all wonder muft ceafe when compared 
to the aftonifliment of Mr. Cram, with 
Mrs. Cram, and Mifs Vulture, on his 
appearing at the breakfaft table in the 
morning; ' why Nat,.faidMr. Cram, 
why we thought you had ftole a match, 
and was gone off with Mifs Clann/ 
* I thought, though, laid Mrs. Cram, 
time would bring things to light; 
your fon, Mr. Cram, knows better 
than to truft all his happinefs to mo- 
ney;' indeed, fiiid Mifs Vulture, I 

think 
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think Mifs Clann would not go down 
after Miis Eggerton/ but where have 
you been Nat, faid Mr. Cram, all this 
while? why father, at that damned 
parfon, Summerfield's, I'll never trufl 
a paribn again as long as I live; he 
perfuaded me to change cloaths with 
him for an hour, and now he has given 
me the flip; *aye,* faid Mr. Cram, 
* and taken the girl with him, I fear, 
Nat,* * as to that matter, faid the fon, 
there are more girls to be had, true, 
faid Mrs. Cram, and better ones, and 
as to cloaths, faid Nat, (not regard- 
ing Mrs, Cram's words) exchange is 
no robbery* 

VOL. II. C The 
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The intention of Mr. Sunimcrfield, 
by the exchange of apparel, was to 
elude a difcovery, for he naturally fup- 
pofed on MUh ClannV being miffed 

« 

they woiild enquire if he were at 
home, which Lady Betty did j the 
anfwer caufed the delay of a purfuit, * 
and they, by that means, got fo far on 
their joiirn^y as to render it impofGble * 
to be overtaken, when they arrived in 
fafety at Gretna-Green, where the ce- 
remony was performed, and then re- 
turned with equal expedition to town, 
where they took genteel^ lodgings^ till 
fuch time as a houfe could be procured 
for them. Mrs. Summerfield made 
maay overtures to be reftored to the 
favour of Sir Theophilus and her mo- 
ther 
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ther, but without efFeft. Mr. Sum- 
mer£^ld demanded the five and twentj 
thou^md pounds, and was paid by Sir 
Theophilus: they fiirniihed a hand* 
fome houfe, had a carriage and fervants, 
lived in all the gaiety of an early mar* 
riage, and feemed to forget there was 
fuch a hofpitable manfion as Iddleflone 
Lodge, and .her father's houfe. 

Mrs. Bridget, fi-om anxiety for 
the ^ fate of Mrs. Clann, as well as 
grief for the death of Captain Ciann> 
had never been well fince that civent 
happened, (I fliall never get the bet- 
ter of the death of Captain Clann, 
Mr. Humphry, (fhe ufed to fay) and 
the trouble I am in for my young lady 

C 2 ^:^^ 
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and her dear infant) flie was now feized 
with a putred fever, which baffled all 
the power of medicine, and carried her 
off in a few days ; a delirium feized 
her almoft from the time fhe was 
taken. Lady Betty, from fear of in- 
fe<9bion, did not vifit the fick chamber, 
but fhe ' procured a nurfe, and every 
rcquifite attendance was given, during 
the paroxifm of her diforder; fhe fre- 
quently called on Mifs Eggerton, on ' 
Mrs. Clann, her little boy, on Cap- 
tain Clann, and Chepflbw; all which 
the nurfe related to her lady, but it was 
fo incoherent and unconnefted, no- 
thing could be gathered from it, ex- 
cept that it ferved to indicate a know- 
ledge of Mifs Eggerton, which fhe 

had 
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had concealed; her calling on Mrs. 
Clann was imputed to the idea once 
entertained of her being the future 
confort of Mr. Clann; which way 
foever it was, death (the awful filen- 
cer) fealed her lips from any future 
difcovery. 

Mrs. Wallace was fcarcely in her 
grave, when fhe was followed by Mr. 
Rule; he had been long confined by 
a fit of the gout (to which he was 
fubjed:) and fuddenly rifing to his fto- 
mach, ended him in a few hours, be- 
fore any medical affiftance could be 
obtained. After the deceafe of Mrs* 
Wallace, the houfekeeper, who had 
lived in the family many years, was 

C 3 commiflioned. 
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commifSoned, by Lady Betty, to write 
toherfifter, Mrs. Briftow, informingher 
of her death. Mrs. Briftow had been 
in town during the time her filler lived 
with Lady Betty Clann, and knew Mr* 
Rule; ihe told of his deceafe, and re<« 
quefled fhe would write and iay how 
her fifter*s ejSedls ihould be conveyed 
to her, as fhe was her heir: the death 
of Mrs. Wallace, and Mr^ Rule was 
a fenfible ajSlidlion to Mrs. Clann^ 
from real afFedtion and gratitude, it 
was fortunate Ihe had juft received her 
half year's falary, and in another half 
year fhe would be of age, when fhe 
intended to make herfelf known, and 
prefent the child to his grandfather; 
the circumflance of her having eloped 

with 
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with Mr. Compton now occurred, 

Mrs. Wallace, (her dear Bridget) to 

whom ihe could always apply, was no 

more; fhe was the only witnefs to her 

marriage, except the clerk of the pa- 

rifh, and fhe had no certificate, nor 

< could fhe recoiled^ what church it was 

-^^ where they were married; thefe: cir- 

cumjftances; gave her inquietude; hciw- 

.ever fhe determined to wait the ev^nt 

.of her being of age; not fcr herfelf 

was fhe folicitous, all was lofl to her 

in the death of him, who, had he 

Uved, nothing could have, given any 

acquifltion to hesi||pppinefs ; jbut his 

child had a right, a prior right to ill 

the world, both to his father's and 

her pofTeflions, audit was a duty in- 

C 4 cumbqi^ 
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cumbent on her, for his fake who was 

« 

no more, to alTert that right for his 
fon. 



Mrs, Briftow, as we have obferved, 
(from her filler's jfilence, and the vlfit 
of Mr, Compton) always fufpe£ted 
-- -Mife'Eggcftbnwas not married; £he 
had been bound to fecrecy, and her 
lifter's efFedts coming to her, (in con- 
fcquence of her death) made her more 
* attentive j however, Mrs, Clann had 
never cordially liked her fince her be- 
haviour at the time Captain Clann 
died. Mrs. Briftow endeavoured to 
ingratiate herfelf more with Mifs Eg- 
gerton, (for that was the name fhe 
went by in her family) but the injured 

wife 
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wife (and now widow) could not forget 
it, fhe feemed to feel a joy (if a joy 
could be felt in the midft of fuch ac- 
cumulated forrow) that in fix months 
fhe fhould leave the only perfon who 
fufpedted her deviation from virtue, 
and who, in thofe fucceffive misfor- 
tunes, heaped, as it were, on each 
other, fhe was compelled to aflbciate 
with. 



While thefe fcenes were ading at 
Iddleftone, and the Lodge, Mrs. Clann 
lived in total obfcurity at Chepftow; 
/he affedled no fociety, except the oc- 
cafional afliftance fhe was compelled 
, to folicit from the hand of Mrs. Bri- 
flow with her fbn, (who now would, 

C 5 by 
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by his fmiles, tempt her to a cheerful 
ray) did fhe dedicate all her hours to 
fad refleftion; her drefs bore the 
counter-part of her heart j folemn in 
weeds, yet^ beautiful, we with Young 
may fay, * Some weep in earneft; and 
yet weep in vain,' for inceflant as un- 
availing were her tears; we cannot re- 
call the dead. Thus fhunning the 
world, a bufinefs particularly interefting 
obliged her now to go to Monmouth; 
Mr. Rule ufed to remit his money to 
a friend of his who lived there, part 
of her laft fhc had juft received, it 
was neceiTary to fecure the whole, ta 
fupply her neceffities^ during the re- 
maining half year, with her infant fon; 
fhe took the rcluftant journey when 

fhe 
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(he received the remainder of her an- 
nuity, and was on the point of return- 
ing home, juft ftepping into the car- 
riage when her ears were aflailed by 
-a voice fanuliar once, but now almoft 
forgotten, exclaiming, 'Good Heaven, 
Mifs Eggerton at Monmouth!' Part- 
ing at a found which was terrible to 
hear, (fearing a difcovery) flie haftily 
turned^ and faw by her fide Mrs. 
Mildmay. Mrs* Mildmay, faid the 
terrified widow, by what tomge 
chance have we thus encountred each 
<)ther. 



A meeting fo unexpefted and agree- 
able would not admit of Co early a fe- 
paratiom Mrs, Mildmay prefled Mifs 

C 6 Eggerton, 
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Eggerton, (as fhe thought) to accom- 
pany her to her houfe, where, on the 
part of one, profeflion of lafting grati- 
tude, and of thofe of ffi^dfhip and 
efteem from Mrs. Clann, were mu- 
tually intercharged between theni. 
Mrs. Mildmay had recently loft her 
hufband, and. in confequence of his 
. death came into the pofleflion of her 
jointure,: which wa^ three hundred a 
.yqar5, with this fhe chofe ta retire tx> 
h^j Mtive country (Monmouth) and 
thdrtto end a life, which had beea 
checkered with diverfity of troubles,, 
moft jN'iiing from the ill-judged and 
imprudent condudt of Mr. Mildmay,, 
who was, by his natural temper,, proud 
and tyrannical, given to exceis in 

drinking* 
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drinking, rude> implacable and dif- 
truftfiil, his temper he could not fub- 
due, and his wife generally received 
thofe rebukes^ he did not dare to give 
to others, and fhe did not deferve, not 
from prodigality, but from inattention; 
he had funk a large fortune, and re- 
duced Mrs^ Mildmay to accept the 
gifts of thofe who had a heart to be- 
ftow. Many fcenes of difficulty and 
diflrefs fhe had endured, and fur- 
mounted fince Mifs Eggerton left the 
lodge, who was her beft friend, for 
fhe received no alliftance from thofe 
whofe duty yielded to inclination, and 
where there was the ability without 
the will to give a pecuniary part, not- 
withjftanding her fituation in various 

inflances^ 
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inflancesy and accumulated troubles 
loudly called together the affifting 
hand of charity; but charity too often 
is cold in the breaft of the affluent, 
who never felt the fengs of a mercilefs 
creditor ; the common calls of nature 
uniatisiied, or a fick bed unattended 
or indulged; with either, or all thefe, 
corroding care is a conftant attendant, 
Mr. Mildmay was killed by a fell from 
his horfe,. after fpending the day and 
evening with his companions of the 
i chafe, he was found early in the mom-* 
ing dead in the road* 

Mrs. Clann, meeting with a confi- 
dential friend, to whom fhe could 
Hnbofom her griefs, told to Mrs. Mild- 

niay 
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may every circumftance of her mar* 
riage with Captain Clann^ and her 
negledl or forgetfulnefs in not recol- 
lefting.the church, with the death of 
Mrs. Wallace, the only witnefs; in 
rejating his deatji fbiyow would fcarce- 
ly give power to her utterance — * Oh, 
that he were alive! Mrs. Mildmay,* I 
would embrace poverty or any and 
every other evil; but when I fee, and 
claip to my fond, my afFe<^onate bo- 
fom, this dear image of him my ibul 
adored (feizing and finothering with 
tears her infant fon] I ought, I am 
bound to exert my right, that he may 
obtain his; in this her painful relation 
fhe did not omit thp vifit of Mr» 
Compton> with the calumnious /up-- 

pofitions 
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pofitions of Mrs. Briftow, that he was 
the author, as her fon was the illigiti- 
mate iflue of an iippriident amouf. 
Mrs. M.ildmay advifcd, as Captain 
Clann was dead, to make herfelf 
known immediately at the lodge, but 
fhe gave fuch fatisfadtory reafons for 
declining it till fhe was of age, that 
Mrs. Mildniay acquiefed in then;; fhe 
knew of the report of Mr. Comp- 
ton's being the favoured lover, for fhe 
had not then left the neighbourhood 
of Iddleftone Lodge, and fhe likewife 
added here that though he had excuU 
pated himfelf fatisfadtorily to his unclc^ 
yet there were doubts flill entertained 
at the Lodge, of hislbeing the culprit; 
her diiTatisfeaiori at living with Mrs. 

Briflow,^ 
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Bfiftow, was now rerSoved, as Mrs. 
Mildmay infifted on her refiding with 
her till a more eligible place, by in- 
heritance, was provided for her; this 
was a happinefs amidft her troubles, 
fhe did not think was in rcfcrve for 
one fo unfortunate as hcrfelf, and fhe 
immediately left Mrs, Briftow's, and 
came to Monmouth to refide. Mrs. 
Briftow not being well pleafed at her 
abrupt departure, and on thi^, as iii 
other inftances, ftill entertained her 
firft opinion, that Mrs. Clann, (toufe 
her own words) was no better than 
fhe fhould be, or by a more tender 
phrafe, (which fhe fometimes adopt- 
ed) had been trepanned, and Mrs. 
Mildmay, fhe fuppofed, was one of 

the 
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the iamc fort, ' for birds of a feather 
flock together,' (fhe faid) % however, 
it was nothing to her, fhe had been 
'well paid for her trouble, but fhe was 
glad fhe was gone from under her roof j 
tho* we may afTert the two laft declara- 
. tions contradidt each other, for as (hc^ 
. was well paid, . wc will not pretgadt to 
•believe the latter, and that all this 
acrimony proceeded from her having 
left her; * ihe was forry, to be fure^ 
to part from the child,' * he was a fweet 
babe, to be fure, and fo like his &tiber 
(meaning Mr. Compton) who was a 
handfomeman enough, but what fig-i 
nifies beauty in ^ a man, with fuch a 
bafe heart:' her putting herfelf into 
mourning, and appearing as a Mddow, 

waiB 
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was very comii\on with thcfe pc^ple^ 
and, indeed^ perhaps, ihe might grieve 
more for him, than if he had been an 
honeflhufband: her poorfiftcr, (Hea- 
ven reft her) fhe would not figr any ill 
of the dead^ but ihe fhould not have 
- impofed on her;, however, as fhe de- 
.firpd hernot to fay anything of the 
niatter, ihe never fhould, it was no 
bufinefs of her's— a huiband indeed— 
what hnfband would have fent his wife 
fb far from him, and fuch a pretty 
wife too, to be fure fhe did take on 
mortally 'about him, and does now. 
Thus Mrs. Briilow quieted her own 
vexation, and fcruples by talking to 
hcrfelf, 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Clann, in the fbciety and con- 
verfation of Mrs. Mildmay, found 
feme fmall alleviation to her forrows, 
the bofom of friendfliip, (though rare) 
is a f^ce ; to her fhe could unfold 
her griefs, they talked over happier 
days, which they both had known, 
and in the retrofpeftion could find ho 
confolation, yet it made the hours 
(ponderous and tardy with forrow) 
not fo long; the hour of reft was clofed 
with tears, and when the morning's 
recolledlion brought all her forrow re- 

^ newed, the fympathizing bofom of 

friendfhip adminiftered a balm ; there 

A, ' -'^. •' ^vas a vacuum to a burthened heart, in 
a friend who had felt the keen arrows 
of fenfible afflidtion. 

The 
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The affairs at the Lodge became 
greatly deranged, the abfence of the 

fon and the death of Mr. Rule, made 
it neceffary for Sir Theophilus to feek 
for another fteward; he had one well 
recommended ; in adjufting the papers 
of the deceafed, he found the DIARY, 
and carried it to his mafter; it was 
inclofed with other papers, and Sir 
Theophilus not attending (or not fuf- 
pedting in the lead any fraud in his 
late fteward) let them remain in 1 i5 
library for feveral days unnoticed. 
The new fervant had particularly ob- 
ferved the DIARY, and not having 
the other bills returned to be filed,' on 
Sir Theophilus^s entering into conver- 
iation with him, took the liberty of 

aiking 
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alking if he had attentively obferved 
thofe papers? Sir Theophilus replied, 
no, he had no doubt of his late fer- 
vant*s integrity; true, fir, replied Mr. 
Check, but you will find >vhat wUl ' 
occafion much furprife to you and my 
lady; what cah that be, faid Sir Theo- 
philus, with impatience, and imme« 
diately returned to his library to fearch : 
Now Mr. Check had lived at a gen- 
tleman's, as fteward, who did not re- 
fide many mile§ from Iddleftone 
Lodge, and had heard of the fiidden 
abfence of Mifs Eggerton, and of her 
not being found; for how much the 
world in general might cenfure Sir 
Theophilus, as dilatory in not feeking 
more earneftly for his ward, yet, had 

he 
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ihc, in private, purfued every means 
to gain intelligence of her, and the 
gentleman who fhe had thought pro- 
per to feleft as the partner in her flight; 
at prefenf he had given over the pur- 
fuit, knoAying that fhe would be of 
age in fix months, and then it was na- 
tural to fuppofe the hu(band, whether 
beneath her in rank, or equal, vt^ould 
endeavour to recover the lofl: fortune, 
which, if married, was • undoubtedly 
forfeited* Sir Theophilus, on return- 
ing to his library, inmiediately exa- 
mined the papers, where he foon 
found the obfervation of his'fervant 
verified; on his reading the IMmage 
of his fon Algernon to Mifs Egger- 
ton, the paflioii of furprife anJ grief 

4 alternately 
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alternately fwayed his bofom. Where 
can my child be, (faid he) the widow 
of my fon; what could induce hef to 
abandon my houfe, and three hundred 
a year, to embrace poverty, or at leaft 
to obtain a livelihood by her own in- 
duftry; unaccuftomed to feel or bear 
the hardftiips of a daily fupply; here 
fhe might have lived till his return, 
had he been fpared : perhaps (he kn6ws 
not of his fate, or knowing it, is 
wafting her life in inceflant grief and 
wretchedncfs. 

Sir Tj|jsoj)hilus haftened to commu- 
nicate tKiii«prent to Lady Betty, whofc 
griefhavjf^g been lulled into a tempe- 
ranc9%)lb time, and a few months re- 
C ; iledtion^ 
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fledlion, now had it all renewed 
afrefh by this difcovery, the incohe- 
rent and unconnected delirium of Mrs, 
Wallace was made perfeiftly intel- 
ligible; fhe was privy to the mar- 
riage^ and knew the private recefs 
the devoted widow had chofen; yet 
the reafon of her leaving the protec- 
tion of her guardian remained a mi- 
ftery, they could not develope, not 
furmifing in the leSft an event na- 
tural^ but not forefeen ; calumny could 
not enter the breaft of a father and 
mother, jls to fuppofe flie could have 
de&rted fuch a hufband as their fon, 
•^^yMSQitufe he had been compelled to de- 
.^.fert, or rather to leave her. Thefor- 
, tune left by Mr. Grey to his fon. Sir 
VOL. II. D Theophilus 
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Theophilus determined fhe fhouldpof- 
fefs when found, and he ftill hoped, 
when the day arrived of her being of 
age, fhe would make her claim to 
what was fo juftly her right; willing- 
ly would he relign all her pofleflions, 
though fenfible it was a fmall reftitu- 
tion, in confideration for the lofs fhe 
had fuflained in his fon, little did Sir 
Theophilus imagine what a lovely 
claimant he had in a child, the coun- 
terpart of him; they continued flill to 
lament, while the fequeflered widow 
and her infant fon, at the dif^ance of 
Monmouth, living in continued re- 
gret, wanted not the neceflary comlbit 
they feared fhe was expofed to, but 
all thofe could not make life defirable 

and 
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and comfortable to her, when him (he 
loved was gone for ever. Mifs Con- 
ftantia joined in united anxiety for this 
amiable widow. 



Mifs Conftantia had never yet con- 
fulted her glafs, further then to fee if 
her cap or her bonnet were awry or 
even, the trace of features had never 
had a moment's confideration; fhe 
now, for the firft time, attended to her 
toilet, and obferving a regularity of 
features, with the natural fmile of un- 
aiFedted good humour, and a clearncfs 
of complexion, fancied fhe faw equal 
beauty with Mifs Eggerton, or her 
iifter Nellys indeed Mifs Conftantia 
was advancing to the perfeftion of a 

D 2 very 
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very fine woman ; her natural vivacity 
was not reftrained but correfted, fhe 
no longer converfed with the fervants 
but with proper referve. Mr. Check 
was treated with politenefs, all tins 
change did not proceed from the inter- 
vening months of the age of fifteen 
and feventeen. The young Lord 
Marly, who danced with her at the 
Ball at Becon, was juft returned from 
his travels, he had not forgot in foreign 
connexions, the lively juvenile inno- 
cent partner of that night j on his re- 
turn to his father's houfe hear -Becon, 
he vifited Sir Theophilus, and found 
thofe rifing charms advancing to ma- 
turity, his vifits became frequent, and 
Lady Betty exulted in the fuppofed 

addition 
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addition to the honour of her family, 
and one daughter at leaft would be 
properly married; in a few weeks the 
father fettled the preliminaries, and 
the young people having entertained a 
reciprocal afFedlion for each other. 
Lord Marly was received at the houfe 
of Sir Theophilus Clann as th> future 
hufband of his youngeft daughter. In 
London, Mr, and Mrs. Summer field 

r 

carried it on in high ftile and true 
tafte; they gave routs, kept the beft 
company, and Mr. Summerfield relin- 
quifhed every appearance of his pro- 
feflion, except his cloaths, thofe he 
only now threw afide, to efFed: what 
he now was, a gentleman. Sir Theo- 
philus, on finding the Diary of the 

D 3 deceafed. 
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deceafed, Mr. Rule, his late fteward, 
immediately fent to the church of St. 
Dunftan's in the Eaft, where fearch- 
ing the regifter, the marriage was 
found, attefted by the witnefs of Mrs. 
Wallace, and a Mr. Fofter, the clerk, 
who was now living, and affirmed the 
fad:, attefting likewife the marriage 
being legal, by the gentleman having 
lodgings at the houfe of Mr. Sykes, 
an orange merchant, by the name of 
Algernon Clann, Efq. captain in the 
third regiment of foot guards. Mr. 
Sykes corroborated every circumftance 
as the gentleman took the lodgings for 
two months, but he did not frequent- 
ly fleep there. Mifs Eggerton did the 
fame, and had lodgings at Mr. Ful- 

lerton's 
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lerton's a linen draper, for which flie 
paid fifteen fhillings a week, during 
her refidence at Mr. Calcraft's, fhe 
flept there two nights, having obtain- 
ed his leave to fpend that time with 
Mifs Crag, a young lady, her particu- 
lar friend; while together at Queen's 
Square Boarding-School, Mr. Fuller- 
ton affirmed her having taken his 
lodgings for two months, the banns 
were publiflied in the names of 

Algernon Clann, 

and 
"^ Barbara Eggerton. 

All thefe according relations con- 
firmed to them the certainty of the 
truth, but it increafed their uneafinefs 

D 4 for 
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for tlie fugitive, who, deftitute of 
friends, might be a wanderer, or liv- 
ing on the bounty of commiferating 
benevolence: it is true, Mrs. Clann 
did live at this moment on the bounty 
of another but fhe fed at the 'table of 
the grateful, whom fhe had oft' fuilain- 
cd and fupported in indigence, fhe did 
not dare tp make known^ but to the 
confiding bofom of a friend, thefe are 
objedls of true charity, where laudable 
pride cannot, and poverty will not, 
confide to the cenfure of a hardened 
world, the mortifying refledibn, that 
they once knew affluence, and did not 
dare to acknowledge they felt now po- 
verty, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Rule being dead is a circum- 
ftance unfavourable at this preient 
junfture, when the afliftance of the 
DIARY would have embelliflied our 
narrative, more from the plain intelli- 
gence it communicated, then all the 
flowers of rhetoric, though flowing 
in copious and foft numbers from the 
lips of a Burke, or the youthful, as 
fanciful, difplay of declamation in a 
Mr. Grey; thefe ferve to dazzle the 
hearers, and recommend a bad caufe; 
we will not foul or fully our own or 
our reader's ideas, with adding, per- 
haps, a bad intention: we need no 
fuch ornaments as thele, but call for 
thofe pleaders, nature has beflowcd, 
in the fympathizing bofom of man, in 

D 5 thofe 
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thofe who can enter into the recefles 
of a parental breaft, or the ftill nearer 
tye of connubial connexions. 

Sir Theophilus, and Lady Betty^ 
with Mifs Conftantia, had dined with 
the father of Lord Marly, and on their 
return home in the evening, was in- 
formed by a fervant there was a gen- 
tleman in the drawing room, who had 
been waiting their return for two hours; 
Sir Theophilus alarmed, chid the fer- 
vant for letting a ftranger into the 
houfej; the fervant, to extenuate the 
fault for which he was blamed, faid 
the gentleman would wait for their 
return, thatif hisbufinefs was fo urgent 
he begged him to call in the evening. 
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as he knew for a certainty the family 
would return home to fupper, no, he 
could not prevent the gentleman from 
coming in, he was fure he faid he 
fliould be a welcome guefl, that he 
went frequently unto the drawing room 
(under fome pretence) being afraid he 
might mean no good, that he always 
found him reading, and he did not feem 
to have flirred out of his place, from the 
minute he fet down; when he went 
into the room he enquired who was 
gone in the carriage, and on my faying 
only your honour and Lady Betty, 
with my young Lady; he enquired 
where Mifs Clann was, and the young 
gentlemen, the fons, and then afked, 
whether there was not another young 

D 6 V$^^ 
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lady in the houfe; to all which the 
fervant anfwered no ; for he was new- 
ly come into the femily, and quite 
unacquainted with their connexions. 

On this relation by the fervant, Mife 
Conftantia, with her accuftoraed viva- 
city, faid, I will run, papa, into the 
drawing-room, and fee who this wel- 
come ftranger is ; away fhe tript, fol- 
lowed, however, by Sir Theophi- 
lus, when, on her entering, (he gave 
a violent fliriek, this haflencd the ftep 
of her father intq the room, where he 
beheld his almoft fainting daughter, 
fupported in the arms of captain Clann. 
The parent was loft in a mental fur- 
prife and joy which took from him all 

power 
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power of ipeech or motion; he ftoqd 
looking on him he never thought to 
fee more, with a doubt mixt with 
thankfulnefs ; he fcarcely could be- 
lieve the evidence of his own fenles, 
nor would his recollcdlion convift his 
deranged fenfes, tiU the fon (difen- 
gaging himfelf from the fond effufion 
of joy his fifter exprefs'd) thewjbimfelf 
at his feet, and implored the renewal 
of thofe bleflings the parent thought 
him beyond the reach of benefiting 
from. Sir Theophilus raifedhim, and 
clafping him to his bofom, prayed for 
a perpetuity of the joy he now knew, 
on his reftoration ; at this inftant when 
the pajSion of duty and aiFedtion, were 
fi) flrongly combined. Lady Betty. 
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entered tKe drawing-room, (ihe had 
waited to adjuft her drefs into proper 
form for the reception of a ftranger) 
and now appeared with the unhecefla^ 
ry preparation for an introdudHon 
which admitted of no form/ The 
moment fhe faw him all etiquette of 
cttimony ceafed, fhe faintly exclaim- 
ed, ^ gracious Providence, my loft 
fon,' and would have fallen, had not 
the fon caught her in his arms; he 
conveyed her to a chair, and ringing 
the bell himfelf, (for Sir Theophilus 
and Mifs Conftantia were incapabl c 
of giving any affiftance) brought the 
fervants into the room, who, admini- 
ftering drops, falutary to exhilirate 
by their fmell or tafte the droopirtg 

fgirits^ 
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ipirits. Lady Betty feemed to revive, 
Jftill fupported in the arms of her fon; 
on opening her eyes the fight of him 
again made her fenfelefs, w^hile he 
preft her hand to his lips, afluring her 
he was the child fhe had fo much de- 
plored. His voice ever grateful to 
her ears, announced the truth of his 
affertion, and throwing her arms round 
his neck, recapitulated to him all the 
afHidlion they had fuffered in the re- 
lation of his fuppofed death, con- 
cluding with a look of penetration, 
which, from various caufes, at this 
moment pierced his foul, and your 
wife, where is flie, what has flie not 
fuffered, what does fhe not now fufFer 
for your fake,, 
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-MifsEggerton had teen upon the 
mind of Captain Clann, from the mo- 
ment the fervant had, by. his ignorance, 
cojifirmed fhe was not with her guar- 
dian, where, faid Captain Clann, in 
return to his mother's queftion (with- 
out alluding to her being his wife) is 
Mifs Eggerton, why not your wife, faid 
Sir Theophilus, we know fhe is your 
wife, (Captain Clann, much furprxfed 
fhe had. divulged a fecret they had 
mutually promifed to keep till his re- 
turn) replied to his father, if my wife, 
why not flill, fir, under your protec- 
tion, " fufpedting (in the hurry of 
thought) that the knowledge of her 
being his wife, had compelled her to 
feek another home, which, by Lady 

Betty's 
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Betty's words, they could not afler- 

tain; that, faid Sir Theophilus, is 

the myftery wants explanation, but, 

come, let us drop all difcourfe on fub- 

jedls fo interefting: you, my fbn, are 

reftoped to us, who, we thought dead^ 

your wife, I hope, will be reftored too^ 

In all the purity and innocence in which 

you left her; the fatigue of your 

journey, and anxiety of .mind require3 

fome refreshment, we will have fup* 

per, and then come to an explanation j 

:the fon acquiefced to hi^ father's will, 

-but caught at the hope he eacprefled, 

:that ihe would return in aU the inno** 

cence in which he had left her;'thefe 

words feemed to imply a doubt, which 

ipok from him all power to participate 

ia 



66 A butler's diary^ 

in the repaft provided for him ; it fed 
his mind with a diftruft, that took 
away all regard to the refrefhments of 
the body. 

m 

■V 

Supper being over, and the fervants 
withdrawn. Captain Clann exprefled 
his impatience to know as much as 
they could inform hiih, of the fate of 
the woman, who had been the fole 
bbje6t of his iblicitude and anxiety 
fince he left England and her, with 
the diftrefs, he knew, fhe would feel 
«on hisiuppofed death. Sir Theophi- 
lus told him of her abfenting herfelf 
about two months after he left Eng- 
land, nor had they^ by the moft dili^ 
gent fearch, been, able to trace the 

placa 
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place of her retreat; that it was natu- 
ral to fuppofe ihe did not go without 
a companicMi, and Mr. Compton ab- 
fenting himfelf at the fame time, the 
world, as themfelves, thought he was 
the companion in her flight. Mr. 
Compton had, however, exculpated 
himfelf from the charge to his uncle, 
and, indeed to them, though there 
was a myftery in his not being at Car- 
xnarthen, when expedled to be there, 
as that was the place he was reported 
to be gone too. Mrs. Wallace, though 
the witnefs to her marriage, was like- 
wife inftrumental to her flight, as 
the willing teflimony fhe would have 
given while on her death bed, proved^ 
had ipeech been given her. The difco^ 

very 
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very of the marriage. Sir Theophilus 
added, was by a Diary of Mr. Rule, 
who had afferted the day of their 
union, and on examining the regifter 
of the parifh, they found it true. 
Captain Cknn remained filent during 
the whole of Sir Theophilus's relation, 
(interrupting him only by frequent 
jQghs) ^t laft he faid, and have I in- 
jdured fuch hardfhips to be thus re^ 
warded; have I furmounted fuch un- 
j)arallerd dangers to be fo received 
Jby her whofe conllant love would have 
been a recompence for fufFerings fti^l 
jinore exquifite and painfiil; but I will 
fee George Compton, I know he lov- 
cd her; if l^e has dishonoured me, and 
Reduced her, the revenge will be mu- 
tual ^ 
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tiial ; he fhall meet me, and I muft 
renounce her for ever. 



Sir Theophilus and Lady Betty en- 
deavoured to iboth the uneafinefs of 
his mind, by what they termed falu- 
tary advice. Indeed, in recovering their 
fon they felt no grief from contingent 
caufes, but it was not fo forcible to a 
young mind. Captain Clann loved 
Mifs Eggerton with fuch fincerity as 
to make the lofs to him irreparable, 
and while the mother beheld her dar- 
ling before her, in all the manlinefs of a 
fine perfon, and refined intelledls; we 
can forgive her if fhe did not wifh to 
interrupt her own maternal happinefs, 
by fearching into the hidden troubles 

of 



- a 
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of his bofom; the fenfibility of his 
feelings made alternately the paffion 
of love and refentment predominant, 
that he ftill loved her he felt too 
powerfully; but when he fuppofed 
fhe had fo foon deferted him, to follow 
the fortune of another, in fuch a dif- 
honourable way, though his love did 
not fubfide, yet he determined never 
to fee her more; however, he perfifted 
in converfing with George Compton; 
and Lady Betty, layihg an injunftion 
on him, that he would not proceed to 
extremities, but on fufficient proof, 
they agreed he fhould vijQt him the 
next morning, Us Sir Theophilus wifh- 
ed himfelf a difcovery of his ward 
could be efFeded, as well for the fatis- 

fadion 
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fadion of his fon, as in the hope fhe 
would confute all the afperlions which 
had unwittingly been thrown upon 
her. 



In the morning (as purpofed) Capt. 
Glann waited on Mr* Compton, there 
had ever been an intimacy of friend- 
fhip fubfifling between them, that the 
light therefore of Captain Clann, wlio 
was fuppofed dead, could not but give 
Mr. Compton a fenfible joy; he re- 
ceived him with a warmth of friend- 
/hip unfeigned. Do<5tor Compton too, 
greatly rejoiced at his return, and with 
the volubility common to old age, 
began to enumerate all the variations 
which had happened, not omitting the 

elopement 
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elopement of Mifs Eggerton, and the 
fuppofition that his nephew had bceij 
the thief* Whoever it is, faid the 
good doiSor, George is not the perfon, 
and her abfence has fent your brother, 
the member for Becon, abroad; this 
difcourfe afforded no fenfible pleaiute 
to Captain Clann, who, when break* 
faft was over, begged Mr, Compton 
to walk with him in the garden; no, 
no, faid the doctor, you may have 
many things to relate to George, I 
will go to my library, and leave you 
here, it is too cold to walk in the gar- 
den long. 

The old gentleman being goile. 

Captain Clann opened the bufinefs of 

his 
6 
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his vifit, by relating the whole which he 
had hear4 the preceding evenings and 
of the report, he, Mr. Compton, was 
the aggreflbr ih carrying o£F Mifs Eg- 
gerton; Mr. Gompton gave Captain 
Clann the mofl: fblemn aflurances, on 
the word of a man of honour, he was 
totally innocent of the charge; then, 
faid Captain Clann, why does it re« 
main a fccret, not to be divulged, 
where you were when not found at 
Carmarthen; that, faid Mr. Comp- 
ton, is a fecret I have intruded but 
to one perfon, and cannot to another* 
Captain Clann, on this declaration, 
faid that his words bore an appearance 
as if he wifhed to evade the queilion 
by a fubterftigCf no, faid Mr. Comp- 
VOL. II. £ ton^ 
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ton, I icorn an evafion to a friend I 
efteem; then, faid Captain Clann, in 
return, know Mifs Eggerton is my 
wife j your wife ! repeated Mr. Comp- 
ton, and riling, walked to the win- 
dow, his vifible purturbation ©ccafion- 
cd the Captain to follow him : yes, fir, 
(he is my wife, my fugitive wife; 
have you any thing to fay on this de- 
claration? yes, much I have to fay, 
he returned, and as a proof of my 
friendfhip I will tell you where Mifj 
Eggerton is: this, though it fatisfied 
Captain Clann's wifhes, it ferved to 
corroborate the fufpicion, he liflened 
attentively, when Mr. Compton -re- 
lated his going to Carmarthen, to his 
uncle's, and vifiting Mr. .Tayler, 

near 
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near Chepftow, he then met Mifs Eg- 
gerton, and having heard of the report, 
that fhe was gone with him, ind the 
cbnfequence of his uncle's diijpleafure, 
he therefore begged to have a few 
minutes conversation, when he relat- 
ed to her. the ftory, without any rc- 
ferve, and on her part fhe had aiTured 
him fhe was a married woman, but 
dedined faying to whom; he had 
given her on his word a promifc never 
to divulge the place of her retirement, 
which he had promifed moft folemnly 
not to do; nor fhbuld any thing have 
wrung the fecret from his breaft, but 
the declaration of Capt. Clann ; he was 
the hufbaiid fhe acknowledged, yet 
wifhed to conceal. 

, E 2 Capt. 



• 
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Capt. Clann had no right to difpute 
a teftimony fo folemnly given; yet 
why (he left her guardian's houfe, af- 
fluence and fccurity, for poverty, and 
dependence, Mr. Compton could not 
account for; fhe was, he told the 
Captain, at the houfe of Mrs. Briftbw, 
a lifter of the late Mrs. Wallace, . who 
lived with Lady Betty, and had broug^ 
her up fi-om a child, and it was at this 
houfe he had the converfation with 
her. Captain Clann was perfedly &m 
tisfied with this account, and purpofed 
to go and fetch her from the place of 
her retreat, which Mr. Compton ad- 
vifed, and on his return to the Lodge^ 
and relating the converfation he had 
had, to his father and Lady Botfy, it 

was 
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was fettled he fhould fet out the next 
morning early for Chepftow, and bring 
back the long wifhed for fugitive; Sir 
Theophilus determining to refign all 
her fortune to his fon, there not want- 
ing above tw^o weeks of her being of 
gge. Notwithftanding Mr. Compton's 
knowing of her retreat, did but eon- 
firm their firft fufpicions, and Mrs. 
Wallace mentioning Chepftow, in 
lier fickneis, ihe wed ihe would have 
f^lat64 th^e whole ftoiy if ihe could; 
1»|it ^thefe. furiniies Sir ThoQphilus and 
Lady Betty k^pt froln the ears df their 

« 

» 

: The place of Mrs. Clann's refidence 
Being fo fortunately Xound, Captain 

JE 3 Clann 
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Clann prepared to fet out the next 
morning for Chepftow, which he did, 
and travelling with the utmoft expedi- 
tion, reached that place in a few days. 
By the information he had received 
from Mr. Compton, he loon found 
the humble habitation of Mrs. Briftow,. 
once the fecluded and wretched retreat 
for the daughter and heirefs of the late 
Sir James Eggerton, and his amiable 
wife, and at this inftant his mourning 
and fuppofcd lamenting widow ; on 
knocking at the door^ Mrs. Briftow 
opened it, when he afked if ^* Mrs. 
Clann did not lodge there," *' no, fir,*^ 
(fhe replied) " I never had fuch a per-* 
fon at my houfe," on receiving this 
anfwer, a croud of thoughts afiailed 

him. 



'^ 
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him, as thinking Mr. Compton was 
ftill the aggreflbr, for the paffions of 
man, when roufed, meanly ftoop to 
the moft trivial furmifes. ^* What, 
not lodge here, (faid Captain Clann) 
nor never," ** no, Iir, never;'* I had 
2L young lady here, for conveniency, 
about five months ago, but fhe is gone 
to live a Monmouth. What was her 
name ? faid Captain Clann, impatient- 
ly, a Mifs Eggerton, that is the per- 
fon I niean, when his countenance 
wore a different afpedt, and he defired 
to walk in, that he might know why 
fhe left her, and to have a direction 
where to find her at Monnioutb, (for 
it readily occurred to him, that if fhe 
wifhed to be concealed fhe would not 

£ 4 take 
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take her married name, and yet He 
wondered flie did not feign one too) 
Mrs. Briftow afkedhim to fit down^ 
which he did, and on his enquiring 
why Mifs Eggerton left her, fhe repK- 
cd, fhe could not tell ; fuch ladies love 
change of places — I alws^s behaved 
very well to her I am fure, but after 
the gentleman had been here — what 
gentleman, returned Captain Ckim-^ 
O Miis thought 1 did not Icncw his 
name, he had been oh pretence to vifit 
Mr. Tayler, who lives at the great 
lioufe, juft out of the town, our lord 
of the manor, and I being acquainted 
with the houfekeeper, went on pur- 
poie to fee her, that I might know, 
iand /he told me his name was Comp- 

ton; 
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ton; it is no bufinefs of mine, to Be 
fure^ fir, but one cannot Aunt one'« 
eyes, we can't help feeing; why, what 
did you fee, faid the agonized huf^ 
band; it is not for me to fay, ^ I told 
you, fir; but I do believe he was a 
bafe man to Jhe; he knelt ^nd fwore, 
and kiffed her hand— O, how flie cried 
when he was gone* Captain Clann, 
petrified with horror, let her go oni 
to be fure, as I faid before, it is no 
bufinefs of mine; I was not forry when 
ihe was gone, though fhe was a fweet 
tempered lady, to be fure, and very 
handfome, (but you fay you know her 
fir) * yes,' * well, then^ you know how 
handfome fhe is, I did not mind part^ 
ing from her for all that, but I was 

E 5 ' forr- 



I 
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forry to part with the child/ a child I 
exclaimed Captain Clann, O yes, fir, 
he was born here in my houfe; to be 
fure the houfe is not fit for a lady, but 
every thing is neat and clean and 
wholefome, as I may fay; (Captain 
Clann repeated the word child; and 
fighed),when fhe continued, 3res, fir, 
as fweet a boy as crer was bom into 
the world he is, and like his fether; 
at thefe words Captain Clann could 
fcarcely refrain the transports of hiis 
paffion, but willing to know all her 
proceedings, he ftiffed his refentment* 
Now, in this part of Mrs. Briftow's 
relation it fortimately happened that 
flie deviated greatly from the truth,, 
for Mr ^ Compton was a very fair man, 

with 
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with light blue eyes, and Captain 
Clann's were black; filled with fuch 
intelligence and fire as, at this moment, 
had Mrs. Clann been beneath their 
influence, would have chilled her heart 
with terror, though guarded by the 
purity and innocence of her own refti- 
tude of condud; pray, rejoined the 
Captain, how old is the child; above a 
twelvemonth, fir; is fhe fond of it ^ 
O, doating fond of it, fir, becaufe Co 
like his father; do you know at whofe 
houfe fhe is ? at a Mrs^. Mildmay's, a 
widow, and fir, in a few months after 
the child was bom, it was faid the 
gentleman was dead, (however, I do 
not believe that) then fhe did cry and 
take on moA bitterly, that fhe had no 

£ 6 father 
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father for faer diildj and r£&c ThduU 
know poYcrty • How was fhe maintaih- 
ed here^ £tid Captain Claxm^ O^ that 
1 do not know> fir^ by thegentleman, 
I fuppofe, her money Was always fcnt 
Jo Monmouth, and brought from there 
here; fhe went herfelf to receive it tjic 
laft time, and there Ihe miet this ac- 
iquaintancc, Mrs. Mildmay. Pnty^ 
faid Captain Clann, how came £be ta 
be recommended to you? why, fir, 
my poor Mer, now in her grave, de- 
fired me to take the lady, and to keep 
it a feeret; I promifed her I never 
would tell, nor, indeed, I never wilL 
My poor fifter lived as lady's maid to 
;JLady Betty Clann; fhe brought up 
Miis Eggerton^ and told me fhe was 

married* 
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married^ or I never would *bave taken 
her into my houfe^* hat gentlemen 
don't kneel down to their wives. I 
/bon faw how it was, but it was no 
hufineis of mine, I was well paid for 
my trouble, and I ihould not have 
cared &>r dil if the dear child had nc^ 
been taken from me. Was Mifs Egw 
gcrton in great trouble when fhe heard 
•the gentleman was dead? O yes, fir> 
Tery great, Ae was in fits fcwr two days 
and nights, that I was obliged to write 
to my filler, and to tell her as how I 
thought fhe would die ; fomething fhe 
read in the he wfpaper told her of k, 
1 believe, but that you know, fir^ 
might be put in on purpofe. I never 
read newfpajpers, not I, I have a fa- ^ 

mily 
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mlly to mind; my huiband died and 
left me with three young children, 
which I have brought up; to be furc 
fhe was mortal bad, and did girievc 
for him till fhe went away, and does 
now, I dare fay, and fhe put on weeds, 
as they call them, for him too ; yow 
cannot think, fir, how handfome fhe 
looks in her weeds; let it be how it 
will fhe looks very handfome in her 
weeds, only not fo frefh coloured, and 
is grown thinner from fretting fo. 

Captain Clann, having gained afl 
the information he could from Mrs. 
Briflow, he left her houfe irrefolute 
what to do, he at firft determined to 
return home, and renounce the wo- 

maa 
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ftian once fo dear to him, for ever, for 
the kneeling at her feet, kiffing her 
hand, and the flrong refemblance the 
child bore to Mr. Compton, were 
fuch corroborating circuniftances as 
icarcely to admit a doubt^ yet her 
grief for the death of him fhe called 
her hufband, the account appearing in 
the newfpaper, and her continual fbr- 
row, flattered an afFedlion with the 
pleafing idea it might be himfelf; the 
child might poflibly be his own, al- 
though he was unacquainted with the 
event, he was therefore led by thefe 
pleafing fuggeftions, laft occuring, to 
Monmouth, determining, neverthe-^ 
kfs, to examine with the moft impar- . 
tial fcrutiny, her he once thought inv- 

macu^late^ 
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macuIatQ, ^ the detail of Mrs. Bii^ 
ilow admitted of no deception^ he 
3P^ould l^ve her he once fo iincerely 
loved, never to fee again; then vrould 
he compel Geo. Cdmpton to meet him 
j with his fwordi if his revenge was ia« 
tiated in the death of his treacherous 
friend, with the fortune his uncle left 
him he would retire to ibme remote 
province of Fmnce, and there end Im 
days ; if he fell by the hands of his an-» 
tagonifl;, it afppeared die moil eligible 
refburce, for then his troubles^ as him-^ 
felf, would be hid frOm all the woHd 
for ever> but if the unfpofted inno- 
cence and purity of his once dear Bar- 
bara fliould, like Ore,, appear refined 
and purified from trial; ff in tiiefc 

. contraiy 
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contrary revolutions (he ftill is the 
amiable, the loving, as belovc4 wife" 
he left her, then, what happinefs. 
With fuch pleafing refleiftions he 
could not hefitate, the carriage was 
ordered and lie left Chepftow, on his 
road to Monmouth, his mind alter- 
nately in conteft, with the horrors of 
difeppointment, or the pleafing review 
t)f a continued imialterable fidelity. 

The houfe of Mrs. Mildmay waS 
^n found, the £unily had lohg been 
natives of that place. Previous to hk 
going. Captain Clanii had pdt on a 
round hat, and his reghnentals he 
concealed under u great coat, leaft. If 
Mrs. Clann fhould chance to fee him, 

and 
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and did not chufe to be known, he 
might be denied an interview; ho\y 
narrow and confined are the intelleds 
of men, when warped by prejudice; 
thefe fuggdftions rofe in the expanded, 
in the benevolent bread of Captain 
Clann. The man who had figured, 
with this loveJy fugitive, all the hap- 
pinefs they were to participate in to-- 
gether, at Broom Grove, in relieving 
diftrefs, in comforting the afflid^d, 
• herfelf the greateft objedt of com- 
miferating^tendernefs from him, who 
had fiiccoured and relieved miny, 
wanted now, at thi$ inftant, a com- 
•paffionating tear for her who had 
ilied fiich abundance for his fuppofed 
xleath. He knocked at the door vy^ith 

doubt 
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doubt and helitation, the fervant being 
abfent^ Mrs. Mildmay went and open- 
ed it to the unexpefted ftranger, but 
inefFeftual were his attempts to dif- 
guife himfelf. Mrs. Mildmay, who 
knew him perfedlly when fhe refided 
at Iddleftone, inftaiitly recolledied his 
features and his voice, for on his afk^ 
ing if Mifs Eggcrton were at htime^ 
ihe exclaimed, * Good Heaven, fir,* 
* O, Mrs/Clann,* Mrs. Clann, who 
was in the parlour adjoining the paf-» 
fege, which led to the door, and fit^ 
ting with her fon (her dear pledge of 
connubial love) in her lap,, on hearing 
Mrs. Mildmay exprefs herfelf with 
furprife, roft, : arid with her infant in 
her arms, went to know the caufe i 

inattentive 
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inattentive to every objecft but him 
who now only claimed her attention ; 
en feeing Mrs. Mildmay apparerifly 
difordered, without regarding Ac 
fhianger, faid in a voice foothing to 
him who hid long- been ui^ccuftdpi-? 
^d to its melody J my dear Mrsi Mild- 
may what is the matter, you are not 
well 5 xwhSe Captain Clann^ ffiruck 
with horrorat flhe'%ht of her (his fofe 
hd^{>inefs) pale, wan, and tKih, till 
(com tnatqre, imd in .her fable w^eds^ 
with a ^e cxpittffive of unutterable 
iimcy was incapable -of fpeaking; till 
Mrs. Mildmay, recollefting hejfelf, 
fkid, *.don't you fee the vifitor,* on 
this queilion Mrs. Clann looked at her 
huftand, at her huiband fhall we re« 

peat ? 
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peat ? yes» but in a moment all thought 
of him fubfided^ the child fell firom 
her arms^and had not the ^ther^ for th^ 
firft time, been pre&nt to catch him, 
would have fell to the ground. Mr& 
Mildmay being incapable (from her 
aggltation) (9 give any afliftance; how* 
ever, on Captain Clann offering, her 
the child (whb began to cry on being 
in; the? arms of a f^ranger) fhe took 
faim, ' whifi^ he in his. arms fupported 
his almofl jfenfelefs wife into the par* 
lour; where fhe inflahtly lofi: all per- 
ceptionj thefe tender cfFufions of ap- 
parent love did not neverthelefs era^ 
dicate from 1^^ mind of a oncefoufi 
and afiedionate hufband; the jealous 
feeds which h^d'been Ibwn by malici« 

0U8 
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ous calumny; he carried her, it is true, 
into the parlour, but he did not at- 
tempt to foothherby his voice; affift- 
ance was had, and when fhe revived, 
her inceflant calls on him, and on her 
chHd began to . ftimulate that love, 
' which ought not for a moment to have 
lain dormant y he had never noticed thie 
child, (as fulpeifling it the counterpart 
of Mr. Compton) till Mrs. Mildmay, 
faying, ^ fir, here Is your fon*, * your 
fweet infant,' he condefcended to look 
at him, and feeing the rcprefentation 
of Mrs. Briftow fo falacious, when he 
could almofl trace himfelf in eveiy 
feature, a? in a mirror, in a tranfport 
of unfeigned love, he feized the paf- 
-five hand of his lifelefs wife, and 

kneeling 
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kneeling down^ recced her to him 
by the mofl fblemn afliirances of his 
continued love, and eternal fidelity; 
ibothed by a voice fo harmonious, and 
in accents fo pleafing, and which, {he 
had long fuppofed to have been filenced 
for ever. Mrs. Clann opened thofe 
eyes that had flreamed inceflantly for 
his fate, and urging him, by a weak 
effort, to rife, he fcated himfelf by 
her, when, in the agonies of an ima- 
ginary joy, oppofed by the effcifts of 
what had long dwelt on her mind as a 
real and a certain fbrrow j fhe interro- 
gated him, fcarccly fenfible, and yet 
not totally void of recolledHon ; * When 
did you die,' then looking at him, her 
eyes fwimming in tears, ' I thought you 

dead,' 



V f. 
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dead^' * where is your fon, you will 
acknowledge him as your own,' * O, 
there he is/ * the fwect refemblance 
of his dead &ther»' ^ ito» not his dead 
father/ * for he is here/ thnsincohe^ 
rently did the diflreiled and lovely 
mourner exprefs herfclf, while the 
author of all her calamities fat with 
Mrs« Mildmay» iilent and fearful, leail 
the fudden joy, and unexpected me(^« 
ing might totally derange her too fuf- 
ceptible intellects, already fp Wounded 
and hurt. 



Captain Clann l^egan (in this dif« 
treflihg Qtuation) to blame himfelf for 
being led by the weak iiiggeitions of a 
perfon ill qualified to judge of Mrs. 

Clann's 
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Claim's adtions, and "by a ftring of 
precipitate refolutions, to involve her 
into an additional evil, v^hich might 
prove paft revocation ; he now faw he 
ought not to have intruded himfelf fo 
abruptly upon her, v^hen not even ex- 
pedied. That the child was his own, 
was fully confirmed, and clafping him 
to his bofom, prayed for thofe bleflings^ 
on him which he now feared his fond 
mother would never participate in; he 
endeavoured to compofe her icatter6d 
memory, but in vain; inceflkntly did 
ihe rave, and call on him, and on her 
child, Mrs. Mildmay, at length, pro- 
pofed reft as the moft likely means to^ 
xeftore her mind to ferenity, and Cap- 
tain Clann urging her with extreme 
VOL. II, F tcyidernefs. 
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tcndernefs to follcfw Mrs. Mild^ 
may's advice, fhe was prevailed on to 
go to bed, but however regardle& 
Captain Clann might have been of her 
at firft from prepofleffion, when fhC' 
rofe to retire, the alteration fo vifible in* 
her looks, with a weak and languid^ 
walk, made him apprehenfive the final' 
wound had been given to her delicate 
frame, from the moment (he had heafd* 
he was no more, and in his now pro- 
miied happinefs of regaining her in 
her native innocence, would be pro- 
dudive of the greateft misfortune he 
could poflibly know in being deprived' , 
of her for ever. 



^ ■ 
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ft 

The agitation df Mrs. Claim's fpi- 
tits on fuch a tiying occafion, produ- 
ced a violent fever, which was' feared 
would have proved mortal; for a week I 
ihe lay id a ftlte of in&niibility. Cap-- \ 
tain Chum never left the fide of her. 
bed; all her medicines were admi- 
niftered by him, and when tlieir 
efficacy proved fuccelsful, and flic' 
began to (kcvr foms fymptoms of 
returning life, theconfiifion of thought, 
enquiring how he had efcaped, what 
he h^ enduired, and how^he rctuMed 
hemic, were the fole and only objedtf 
of her enquiry, excepting her child^ 
but all thefe queflions Captain Clann* 
declined to fatisfy her in, till their re- 
torn to Iddleflone Lodge, for the con- 
• * Fa fufion 



^' 
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fufion which her abfence had occajGon- 
cd, when he arrived there, and his 
almoft immediate departure from them, 
for Chepftow, had not given them an 
opportunity to afk, or him to relate 
how he returned, or how he efcaped 
the death he was fuppofed to have met; 
repeatedly Mrs, Clann afked him how 
he found the place of her retreat, but 
he would not fuffer her prefent debili- 
tated mind to be crowded with a rela- 
tion of any thing which might particu- 
larly afFeft her, till a recruited habit of 
ftrength would permit her to bear the 
feveral and complicated events; how- 
ever, when the violence of the fever 
began to fubfide, her ftrength and ipi- 

^^^i and having 

him 
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him to footh aiid adminifler confola- 
tion as well as love; fhe almoil was 
inclined to be deluded by the deception 
of prcfent happinefs, and to forget the 
paft; to forget the two years of inquie- 
tude firft, and the agony of mifeiy 
ihe endured, when /he thought him 
dead. 



But how frail is human nature at the 
bcft (and in the beft we muft include 
Capt. Clann) when warped by pre- 
judice, or to fpeak more emphatieaUy, 
as well as tenderly, when the fe^ of 
lofing what we moft prize as our 
ultimate happinefs. Mrs. Clann mend- 
ed in her health every day, we may 
iay every hour, for the infallible phyfi- 

F 3 cian 
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xrian was always in attendance* The 
iable weeds were exchanged for a 
dfefs equally expreffive of her now 
bappinefs, as they had been of the 
njifery flie then felt* Her vivacity, 
her aninmtion returned^ and the bloom 
of health which had been bng fled 
from her cheeks and lips, feemed to 
unite in a wifh to regain their feats; a 
faint glow of a pale tint intimated the 
wifli^ and youth aided the palsport M^th 
Sv^onted vigour. Mrs. Clann was qokf 
well, andmoFe, wjys quite happyt her 
ftppeAraoce ' ipQkf jboth, and nothing 
was wanting to her, but a retura ta 
Jddleftone Lodge, and to throw her-* 
(elf at the feet of her guardian, vrith 
her infant fon in her arms, and his 

grandchild 
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gmndchild^ and in that fupplicating 
pofture beg his forgivenefe, in fuffer- 
ing nature to prefcribe to duty, in her 
own eleftion of one of his fbns in pre- 
ference to him he had fele<9;cd for 
her; thefe pleafing profpeds brighten- 
ed every idea in her brcaft (long ac- 
cilftomed to iadnefs) and ihe lamented 
her illneis only as it had prolonged the 
time, before they could be reallized. 
It was not fo with Captain Qiann, the 
reftoration to health of the woman his 
&ul adored^ gave leifure to refled:ion. 
That the child was his> every feature 
afcertained as well as his age, which 
he had enquired into, but the kneel- 
ing at her feet, kiffing her hands, and 
iblenm profeffion (in thefe, however, 

F 4 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Briftow enlarged) befides, by 
what means did fhe get a provifional 
maintenance (for Mrs. Briftow faid 
fhe was well paid) and why, and for 
what caufe did ihe quit the proteftion 
of her guardian, to expofe herfelf to a 
mercilefs world, when there fhe might 
have lived in affluence, this laft que- 
ftion was more difficult to iblve than 
any in the breaft of the hufband, though 
the objeft which occafioned it was 
continually before his eyes, looking to 
him for the protedlion and indulgence of 
a father, while the mother, in quitting 
the houfe of Sir Theophilus Clann,. 
had voluntarily forfeited for his fake, 
that protection, and the mutual vow, 
which paft between them when they- 

parted. 
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parted, that the marriage was not ta 
be divulged till his return to England 
again, obliged her likewife to do fb. 
Capt. Glann became gloomy, thought- 
ful, and filent: When Mrs. Clann 
talked of their journey, he anfwered 
her in fhort monofyUables, as * yes,' or 
^no,' to every queftion; furprifed at 
this alteration in his temper, this indif- 
ference, for the fond affiduity he had 
(hewn during herillnefs. She begaa 
to revert back to fcenes lefs pleafing; 
How, /he would urgingly repeat, did 
you find I was at Chepftow? how, 
yffhcn you found, I had left the houfe 
of my guardian, did you think I had 
fupportedmyfelf ? this queftion, {o art- 
kfsly made, roufed all thofc paflions of 

F 5 jealoufy,, 
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jealoufy^ . which had c^ce held 
ajcniable man in poffcSion, ' and h& 
jftemly ^nfwered to the iniyxent en^ 
quirer^ * That, madam,, you Jqiovr 
beft how to anfwer^ Struck widb 
terror at his looks and words, ihe re* 
siained iilent, when he interrogated 
her, by afting* and why did you Ipare 
the hou& of that guardian, to follow a 
precarious fortune? was you induced 
to it by a happier man thajB myfclf ^ 
or did Mr. Compton cvSer a; more tM^ 
gible fociety then you quitted at the 
Lodge? after I had left it. Gracious 
heaven ! exclaimed Mrs. Clann, in am 
agony of defpair, is it for this I have. 
furvived a death, which woidd have 
been more welcome than life, if fuf«-^ 

peAed 
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peAed of infideKty by you ? No, this 
child, clafping him to herhofom, com- 
pelled me to quit the afylum of your 
Other's houfe, or have broken the 
pledge of a mutual engagement we 
made at parting, to keep fecret our 
marriage till your return. Has Mr. 
Compton betrayed me> who folemnly 
vowed on his knees, never to divulge 
the place of my retreat. Mr. Rule^' 
your father's late fteward, advan- 
ced^ntc cme hundred a year till your 
return; at his death the annuity 
ceafed and then Mrs. Mildmay com- 
pelled me to come and fhare with her 
the pleafures of fociety and fuffi- 
ciency. O, MrS. Mildmay, bring 
me my weeds again, and let me, with 

F 6 my 
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my child, retire to fome fccluded cor* 
ner of the world, and end my days ^ 
not to mourn as I have done with in- 
ceflant tears your death, but tx) mourn 
a greater evil, that I have lived to hear 
you fay, you doubted my fidelity and 
integrity. 

Struck with truths fo forcibly deli* 
vered, and evidently juft. Captain 
Clann had no way to extenuate or ex- 
cufc himfelf, but by applying tp- th« 
weakeft fubterfuge; Mrs, Briftow's 
relation, an attention to which was 
a reproach to the natural virtue of his. 
heart. What, faid Mrs. Clann, were 
it not fufficient for her to infult me,, 
with her fufpicions and infinuations>, 

but 
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but flie muft endeavour to prejudite 
you } Captain Cknn, to exculpate her 
from a charge which was fousnded in 
the breaft of calumny, faid, Mrs. Bri- 
ftow, was ignorant he was the huf- 
bandj, or the father of the child, and 
for Mr. Compton he had behaved like 
a man of honour, as he never divulged 
the refidence you had chofeni tiU I 
acknowledged myfelf the hufband you 
chofe to conceal,, and demanded an 
explanation of his condud:. One cir- 
cumftance ftill remains a fecret, he 
liad divulged to one perfon only, and 
tha^ one peribn, faid Mrs.^ Clann, is 
myfelf, who am thought worthy the 
truft. How, replied the Captain, am 
^ I ftill to entertain doubts, and if doubt, 

difboiAc 



diftniiL No» £ud ihe, and dm>wuig* 
heroins round kis neck^ one more 
&all now enjoy his confidence, and 
Aen related the itofy of his vifiting 
his father, in Ireland, who, by the 
world, was^ believed, and by his friends 
wi{hed, to be thought dead^ I pardon 
all, faid the amiable wife, as every 
circumftance united to corroborate, as' 
to juftify, your fufpicion, there is no 
jealoufy without love; henceforward 
let it be all love without jealoufy, fer 

'< Tnfles light as air 
^ are ta the jealous confirmations ftron^ 
** as proofs of Holy Writ* 

This mutual explanation produced 
a mutual return of love, the child was 

held 



hsiid as a pledge between them, and 
in their reciprocal vows of afiedlion^ 
he partook of ^ as he cemented by his 
innocent endearments^ this happy re-» 
union^ 

Mrs. Clann's health and flrength bew 
in^ re-eftabHfhed^ th^ began to pre^ 
pare for this long jonmey, and to re- 
turn to Iddleflone Lodge. Captain 
Clann had wrote to his father, his 
meeting with his fugitive ward,, and her 
illnefs, which had delayed his return 
fo long;^ he mentioned the child with: 
the,affe<5ion of a parent, and lament- 
ed the fufFering fhehad endured for his 
£ippofed death, but did not explain 

the caufe of her leaving the Lodge^ 

defering 



dcferihg it till their return ; it was witK 
difficulty they could prevail on Mrs^ 
Mildmay to liften to their intention of 
quitting her now happy abode; they 
extorted a promife from her that flic 
would once more return to thofe fcenes 
which fhe quitted in difguft, when 
they were fettled at Broom Grove, 
\vhich they purpofed to^ do, as foon as 
poffible, and Mrs. Mildmay, in re- 
turn, gained a promife from Captain 
Clann to bring Mrs. Clann again to 
Monmouth under aufpices more flat- 
tering and happy, than when fhe left 
Mrs. Briftow's thatched cottage, to 
refide with her; in a few days after 
thefe cenaented promifes of continued 
friend/hip were fettled, they with theic 

precioua 
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precious charge, their in^t fon, fct 
out on their return to the Lodge* 
Mrs. Clann taking the care of him 
folely on herfelf; the Captain would 
have had her made Chepftow in her 
road, and to have been reconciled to 
Mrs. Briftow, or atleafl to have con- 
vinced her ihe was a wife ; for the laft 
ihe thought it not material^ alid fhe 
could (notwithftanding her amiable 
temper) ill brook to have any cfteem 
for the perfon who had fo vilely tra- 
duced her honour, although the fifter 
of her dear Bridget* 



xV 



They reached Iddleftone Lodgd in? 
a week after they left Monmouth, as 
tjicy travelled fhort ftages, and retted 

oftea 
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often on account of the child; they 
had been in expedation of them at the 
Lodge feveral days ; when the carriage 
Hopped at the door, Mifs Conftantia 
(whofe marriage had been delayed on 
account of her brother*s return) run 
with her ufual livelinefs to the door^ 
and feizing the child, regardleis of his 
cries, prefentcd him to his grandfather^ 
and Lady Betty his grandmother 3 the 
fbiking refemblance he bore to his fe-» 
ther, brought tears into the eyes of 
Lady Betty, who could not, from thi? 
circumftance, forbear to revert back to 
. thofe days of fcrrow, when they con- 
cluded him no more; yet, in this his 
reprefentative, a few years would have • 
revived him to them again. Mrs^ 

Clana 
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Cknn having alighted firom the chaiie, 
flew into the drawing-room (where 
fhe had fo often been^ and which, 
when fhe lafl quitted it, was with fuch 
fad forebodings) and throwing herfelf 
lit the feet of her guardian, faintly 
Aid, * let me, fir, be received by you, 
as in my letter when I left your pro- 
tedtion, Ixflattered' myfelf and you I 
fhould; let i^e be the welcome return* 
ed fugitive ward, you once honoured 
with your efleemi I am the wife of 
your ion." Sir Theophilus^and Cap« 
tain Claon raifed her, but her &nk^ 
left her fw a nainute, on her recovery^ 
every congratulation, every joy, waa 
exprefled and returned from all, ex« 
f ept that Mrs, Clann miffed her faith*- 

ful 
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fill Bridget, who wpuld have been one 
of the firft to have welcomed her re- 
turn to the Lodge, 

Thefe feveral delays brought the 
time beyond Mifs Barbara Eggerton's 
being of age, and Sir Theophilus came 
to town with his fon, where he tranf- 
ferred to him the fourfcore thoufand 
pounds, left by her father. Sir James 
Eggerton, as like wife the accumula- 
ted and faving interefts, with his for- 
tune, left by Mr. Grey. Broom Grove 
was to undergo a thorough repair, as 
there they purpofed to live. Letters 
were difpatched to Mr. Qann at the 
port where he now was, as well as to 
George Auguftus Frederick Clann, 

Ef(i- 
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Eiq. at Grand Cairo, which found him 
meafurftig the bafe and the altitude 
of the pyramids, regardlefs who was' 
Lord Chancellor, or the ftill more in- 
terefting bufinefs at the Lodge. Mr. 
Churl, who had been refident at Bath 
for fome time, on account of ill health, 
was returned home, and came to the 
Lodge, where, being informed of all 
the revolution by Lady Betty, only 
obferved that he faw the attachment 
long before Capt. Clann went abroad, 
and wondered at their want of penetra- 
* tion, in not difcerning it; but, faid the 
good, though abrupt man, you was as 
blind to the happinefs of one child as 
you was to the ill-placed attachment 
of your daughter to Mr, Summerfield, 

which 
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which was equally to be obfefv^f 
why, faid Lady Betty, fir, did you not 
give us a friendly hint before too late, 
becaufe, returned Mr. Churl, I ihould, 
at that time, have been as much blam- 
ed by the parties, for promoting the 
happinefs of one, as of preventing the 
mifery of the others but fuch is hu- 
man nature, and fucli ouf , friilties^ 
Capt. Clann acquiefced in his opinion, 
as then he fhould not have wifhed it 
to have been known, out of delicacy 
to his btt)ther, and for the imprudence 
of his filler, he could iK)t fay any 
diing in her juftification. 

9 

% 

The day for the marriage of Mifi 
Conftantia was now fixed on; Lord 

6 Marly 
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Marly was already one of thfe familyj^ 
and in this feleft party the Captain 
gave the hiftory of his eicapc from 
death, and from the enemy which he 
had been repeatedly afked to do, but 
had declined it* On our arrival at 
Madras, iaid Captain Clann, it was 
currently reported and generally be- 
lieved the Marattas were beginning to 
commence freih hoftilities, as a body 
of about five hundred had, for fome^ 
time, infefted the Englifh territories 
round Madras; particularly iH wast 
thought they had an intention to get> 
pofTeHion of a fert at their boundaries;. 
on this fufpicion I was, with other crf"- 
ficers^ ordered to go with five hund^' 
red ofbur.beftdi&iplined troops, and 

to 
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to defend the fort, or otherwiie if an 
opportunity offered favourable, to give 
them battle; on our reaching the 
fort, we found them all in alarm, as 
the Marattas had made fcveral incur- 
fions, carrying off cattle and grain, 
with every thing portable, that they 
could feize ; on this, a council of war 
was r held, and it was determined to 
meet and give them battle immedi>- 
ately, the attempt proved fuccefsfuj, 
for they were beat and driven from 
their intrenchments ; eager to purfue 
our vi<5tory, we followed, when a 
party, we were informed, had con- 
cealed themfelves in our rear, to 
interrupt our return; oh this intelli- 
gence we made a hafly retreat, if pof- 

fible. 
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fible, to efcape meeting them, as their 
number were ib fuperior to ours. 
Our party were fp fortunate as to elude 
their ilratagem and regain the fort; all 
except myfelf and five others, a lieu- 
tenant, and four private men ; an In- 
difcreet and foolifh pride to bring off a 
. ftandard of theirs caufed our delay, on 
hearing the firing in the wood, juft be- 
fore us, we foon found our danger, and 
returning to the plain where the battle 
was fought, thought to deceive the 
foe, by exchanging our apparel for 
thofe of the Maratta's who were flain, 
we quickly put on this difguife, and 
were paffing on when a party v^ho had 
fled from the field, returning to plun- 
der thofe of the Englifti, who were 
VOL, II. G flatn. 
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ilain, met us, we would have avoided 
them, by turning to another road, on 
^ which, calling to us to halt, in the 
^ language of the country, and our not 
obeying, they rode after us. By our 
complexion they foon found we were 
an enemy; on this difcovery, we ex- 
pedled inftant death, and they held a 
confultation, whether we fhould be 
killed diredtly, or carried before the 
Mar-rajah, to know what puniftiment 
Ihould be inflicted, but a Bramin, 
chancing to be of their party, gave it 
in favour of us, for as we were in the 
habit of their countrymen, it were 
poflible we were fpies, and if fo, our 
punifhment fhould be equal to our 
crime, but if we were (as we endea- 
voured 
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voured to make them believe by our 
geftures) only difguifed to efcape from 
the battle, the law of arms allowed 
the attempt, and admitted of a mitw 
gation. The Marattas are neither 
fanguinary or cruel; they do not mur- 
der but from abfolute neceffity, and 
the Bramin's advice being followed, 
we were, by this party, conveyed up 
into the country, and brought before the 
Mar-rajah, or Prince of this People, 
who keeps his court, or more proper- 
ly fpeaking his head quarters, at a 
place or fort called Rareer, in the 
mountains of Decan, a place apparent- 
ly impregnable, from the mound of 
Tocks which furround it; the rocks 
arc fo fteep and rugged, there Is no 

G 2 fcahin 
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fcaleing them, and only one narrow 
path acceffible to human footing, by 
which you can enter the places yet 
this inclofure of rocks contains a fpace 
of ground fufficient to produce grain 
enough to fupport a garrifon, indepen- 
dant of their accumulated ftores, and a 
handful of men would be capable to 
defend it againft an army. Nature 
having fuperceded art, by rendering it 
impoflible to be attacked, from the 
mountains and rugged rocks, which> 
for miles round, prevent an army from 
approaching, and this diet requires no 
magazines of provifions or arms; a 
little rice and a leathern flafk for water, 
is all that is requifite for a Maratta, or 
foldier; nor do the officers fare more 

fumptuoufly. 
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fumptuoufly, their food being equally 
plaiai efpecially yrhcti on any expedi- 
tipn, which they condudl with rapidity, 
*nd not without great ftrength and 
cunning ;^ to Raree we were con- 
4u€ted, 4ndj attended by the Bramin 
^d pur efcort, carried before the Mar- 
rajah^ and from him to receive our pu- 
©ifliment, either for being fpies or as 
^nenues* The Maratt^s are by nature 
ai^ oral tradition, extremely addidted 
to fuperftition; their credulity extends 
to wizards^ ai^ forc,ereilesp and their 
Bramins bei^ mofUy aftrologers, keep 
theiB in this profound ignorance, for 
they are naturally extremely lively, 
were they well educated. When we 
came before the Mar-rajah we told our 

G 3 ftory> 
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ftory, by an interpreter (as there are 
many Europeans with them, whom they 
retain by large fees, and from whom 
they learnt the art of engineering) 
which having finifhed, the Prince 
gave an immediate order for our heads 
to be ftruck off^ in his prefence, with 
a fabrei not as enemies, he faid, but 
for prefuming to difguiie ourfelves in 
the habit of a Maratta; his^eT-ii|oifld 
have been immediately put ihtq^^^le- 
cution, as they began to prepare fcSrit,' 
had not a Bramin come haftily into the' 
apartment, and telling the Mar-rajalj- ' 
his examination of the ftars the pre-: 
ceding evening forbid fuch a maila- . 
ere, he defifted. The Bramin fqhhcr 
faid, he foretold, that in flriking off 

the 
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the heads of fix human beings in the 
habit they had affumed, portended the 
fate of higher powers where it wa& 
executed, and that the bloody gar- 
ments of thofe vi<3:ims (fhould they be 
flain) would only be a type of a tragi- 
cal death to yourfelf, and perhaps tome, 
in ftaining ourfelvejs with the garments 
of a Maratta, under which they have 
fought protedlion. The princes hold 
^ BraJnins in great reverence and 
xelpeft; the Mar-rajah immediately 
told him to fix our punifhment, and 
he ordered us into a cell or prifon, 
there to live on bread and water till 
he had fiirther cortfulted the heavenly 
bodies, how we were to be difpofed 
of i in this folitary hole we continued 

G 4 feveral 



128 A butler's diary. 

feveral months, each day expedting 
olir fate; there was, a confined court 
adjoining, into which we were allow- 
ed once a day to walk, for a iinall de- 
gree of air, biit the air was fo cxccC* • 
fively hot, that we found ourfelves left 
expofed to the parching exhalations of 
the fun, by continuing clofe, were we 
not inclined to walk there for the ex- 
ercife only, and indeed the only con- 
fclation we had, was in our being per- 
mitted t« aflbciate together; a very 
incautious grant, efpecially in people 
whofe whole life is war, and military 
difcipline, confequently ihould be cir- 
cum/pedl and wary. 

However, 
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However, it happened fqrtunately 
.that the Gentoo, whofe bufinefs it 
was to bring us our daily fupply of 
provifion, had once been a prifoner 
himfelf to the Englifh at Bombay^ 
wl^ere he had been treated with fuch 
humanity and kindnefs, as induced 
him to return, in gratitude, the favour 
to us, for thofe he had received from 
people he (hould ever efteem, and 
when he came, would mitigate our 
fuffering, by bettering our'^food to 
fWhat the place would afford, both in 
-our victuals and our drink. From the 
'time he was at Bombay he had caught 
the Englifh language fo far as to be 
.underftopdi and by his converfation, 
jin time we feemed to look to the hour 

G 5 wheni 
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when our friend came, more for his 
focicty than for the fuftenance he 
brought with him^ 

Friendfhip begets confidence, and 
we began to entertain a flattering hope 
we might make him a friend indeed^ 
by enlarging us from our captivity ; it 
was a tafk on which our lives depend* 
ed, if betrayed, but the thought was 
fo pleafing as not to admit a rcliquifh- 
ment after the idea had been once 
adopted; we had only to guard our toa 
fanguine hopes with difcretionary 
power, we formed our plan firfl, by 
throwing out diftant hints of tlie gene- 
rofity of the Engliih, * and of thefr 
power to fcrve where there was an, 

inclinsktion^*^ 
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inclination,' * What friends we had, 
did they know our fituation/ and how 
amply an afliftant would be rewarded; 
he at firft liflened only, then exprefled 
a wifh we could convey a letter, on 
our afking hiin if he could not, he re- 
plied * yes,' but it would be attended 
with delay; we did not wifli for pro- 
travflion, and having excited in his 
bofom the benevolence he had expe- 
rienced in the Englifh, in their treat- 
ment of him, at the fame time repre- 
fenting the diftrefs of our own families, 
(in which my dear Barbara I was parti- 
culary interefted on your account, not 
knowing how dear a tie I had in this 
my infant fon) we ventured to propofe 
his facilitating our efcape, hazarding. 

G 6 all 
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all to regain what is ever deareft to the 
heart of an Englifhman, his liberty 5 
we at firft were difappointed, both in 
his looks and words, for he did not re- 
^ply, but feemed mufing as if imde- 
termined, which made us rather ap- 
prehenfive we had gone too faf in our 
political ne^ociation, at kft he faid, 
in a broken, and fcarcely intelligible 
language, * Me know faith of Engliih 
man,' * me go too, me fliew you way 
to Bombay,* *you promife to fave, me^ 
poor Gentoo,' * die die if difcovered,* 
ellted at his ready compliance, we 
made him large promifes, which none 
of us, but fully intended to perform; 
we ha.d feveral conferences with him 
diaily,. a^ he did not dare to come but 

whea 



A BUTLERS DIA&T. 13J 

^hcn he brought us prawiGoDS, and at 
-length it was fetded he was to accom- 
pany us to Bombayy as the neareft 
Engliih fettlement^ and we were to 
fet out the following evening, as early 
as iecrecy would permit. TheGentoos 
are by nature treacherous, but in this 
honefl fellow there was an exception, 
he was pun<Sual to his appointment^^ 
we travelled over hot burning fands, 
and defertSy almoil bare foot unmoleft- 
ed till we reached Bombay, where, 
having got credit I equipped myfelf 
decently, and waited on the governor 
with my fellow fufFerers, not without 
our compaflionate and faithful guide> 
who were recommended to his particu- 
lar notice, the confinement ^d ren- 
dered 
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dered our health infirm, together with 
the fatigue of travelling made our lives 
precarious, and fome Englifli (hips be^ 
ing on the point of failing to England, 
we pleaded our infirm ftate as a plea 
for our returning home, which the 
governor admitted, and we embarked 
for England, having been amply pro- 
vided for the voyage, by the generofity 
of fome of our countrymen refident 
there, and whofe (as if the climate 
had an efiieft upon our nature) ex- 
panded liberality is a conftant reproach 
to every Englifliman refident in his 
own country. Our voyage was fuc- 
cefsful and we arrived in fafety ; very 
urgent were we that the faithful Gen- 
too jflxould have accompanied us to our ^ 

native. 
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native land but he declined, * no, me 
never leave Indoftan,* and indeed the 
governor, on our reprefcntation, had 
taken fuch an attachment to him, that 
his promifes were enough to have 
detained him, had not his afFeftion 
for his own country been fufficient, 
we, however, promifed to fend him 
handfome prefents from England; 
Lieutenant Talbot, a moft amiable 
youth, and my companion, was re- 
ftored to his difconfolate parents and 
friends, who never think they can 
Efficiently reward the Gentoo for his 
fidelity, or rather, we may fay his grati- 
tude; myfelf and his friends mufl; 
make the return for all, as the poor 
fellows^ who endured all the hardfhips 

with 
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jjjvith us are iaczf^hlc, in the leaft 
from mftkii^a recompenee, the gencr 
rofity of their hearts would lead the in 
to do if in their power, 

A relation Co af?e<5ling and interefl- 
ing could not be attended to by Lady 
Betty and Mrs. Clann, without a vifi- 
ble perturbation, ^t the conclufion 
jthey gave ver^t tp their fupprefied grief 
by tears, as did Mifs Conftantia 5 in^ 
deed we may naturally fuppofe the fa- 
ther did not remain^unaffefted^ Capt* 
Clann foothed his wife by the only 
confblatary mode he eould adopt or 
Jflie would accept, his continued love 
and afieftion, affuripg her all his fuf- 
ferings bore no proportion to the ex- 
cruciating 
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cruciating agony of mind he felt, when 

c; 

he found her not at the Lodge, and 
had fo many corroborating circumftan- 
ces to prove fhe had given the heart 
he fo much prized and valued, and 
which he thought his own, to another^ 
the fond wife, too fenfible .of her own 
fufferings on his account, fondly claip- 
ed him to a bofom as innocent as faith-* 
ful, and in this mutual embrace* 
made retribution for all they had both 
fuffered, even if nature had been made 
to endure ftill greater trials. 

Sir Theophilus afked his fon of the 
Marattas' natural difpofition, when he 
iaid, what could be learned from the 
fmall knowledge he acquired during 

his 
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his confinment, or rather while tra- 
veiling towards Bombay, fhewed tliem 
to be a hardy refolute people, given to 
treachery, but not in their nature cruel; 
they do not wifli to detain captives, 
except where a reward or a ranfom 
h expedled, for they will do any thing 
for gain; religious and fuperflitious; 
their whole obje£t is plunder; they 
never make any profeffion of ho- 
jiefly or friendfhip, yoir are to take 
them as you find them, and in fbn^c 
inftances they will not deceive you, 
and to ufe the broken jargon of our 
Gentoo friend, they would fay, * me 
no truft,' ^ you no faith,' the men are 
in general ftrong limbed, and mufcu- 
lar, but yet eafily over-borne in battle hy 

Europeans, 
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Europeans, or the Mpgul troops, un- 
lefs their numbc^fSr^greatly fuperior, 
their complexions iare of various de--- 
grees from the black to the brown, 
differing according to the fituation of 
the country, or near the fea fide ; their 
women are exceeding handfome, but 
their beauty is not durable, they begin 
to fade at five and twenty, and by the 
time they are thirty retain no charms, 
yet their fidelity to their hufbands is 
unexampled, the cufi:om of being ei- 
ther burnt or buried with them is ftill 
in practice, in the diftant provinces, 
and they meet their fate with unfhaken 
fortitude, in the firm perfuafion they 
fhall meet him again in the other 
world* 

The 
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- The marriage of Mifs Conftantia 
was celebrated with great magnifi- 
cence at the JEarl of Xferry's, father to 
Lord Marly, the ceremony w^s per- 
formed by fpecial Ikence ; at his lord-" 
ihip- s, open houfe was kept, and the 
gala continued for a week; the bride> 
with artlefs vivacity, was not only 
adored by her Lord, but equally 
cfteemed by Lord Derry for her affa-i- 
hility and fweetnefs of temper ; Lord 
Marly was an only fon, and on the 
death of his father would cqm^ into % 
large fortune; this match gave great 
iktisfaftioB to Lady Betty jmd Six 
Theophilus. Lady Betty particularly 
exulted in the alliance, and expatiated 
in confequence on high birth, and the 

utility 
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Utility of good blooci and good educa- 
tion; while at Mr. Cranx's the wed-? 
ding was canvafled over by Mrs, Cram 
and Mifs Vulture, not without fome 
envy, and much acrimony, Mife 
Vulture wondered if fhe would be 
lifted up by her title and coach and 
fix; Mrs. Cram did not doubt it, nor 
did fhe fee any beauty to recomniend 
her, as the world talked of; to be fure 
it was generally fiid fhe was good 
tempered, and that was better dian 
beauty or nooney, .don't yoii think fo, 
fon, to young Ci-am, who was endear 
vouring to flrum out a tune on the 
violin, (but Nat had no ear) feith, 
mother, I.don^t know, I think Lady 
Marly a very pretty woman, and al- 
ways 
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ways did ; a little of one and a little of 
t'other for me, fome beauty, and fome 
good nature goes beft together, as a 
brifk gale is of no ufe to a fhip at fea, 
without fails and rigging, fo a woman 
with only good temper will make a 
man hang a-ftern, we love a pleafant 
harbour, ^ Lady Marly,' faid Mrs, 
Cram, how the title founds, but, 
however, 'Urfula, we will go and vifit 
her, when fhe receives company, 
and fee if it fits eafy; no doubt of that, 
faid Nat, if it is only to obferve, and 
be &cn. 



In Dover-ftreet affairs did not wear 
fo pleafing an afpeft; Mr. Summer- 
field had entirely laid afide the profef- 

fional 
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fionalman, and commenced the gen- 
tleman of the town ; the intereft of 
five and twenty thoufand pounds were 
not fufficient to anfwer the neceflary 
demands of each day, the principle 
was beginning to fink, they kept com- 
pany, had a numerous acquaintance, 
and as in fuch a multitude there will 
be a mixture; he got conne(9:e4 with 
a {qZ of the town gentry, called game-^ 
fters, or more particularly diftinguifh- 
ed for playing (what is termed) Jeep. 
Mr. Summerfield had a natural incli- 
nation to play, unacquainted with the 
world, as the ways of men, it render- 
ed him an objedl worthy their atten- 
tion, they courted his friendfhip, and 
won his money, while his frequenting 

their 
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their fociety, cftranged his affedlion 
from his wife who fought in other 
company for pleafures fhe could not find 
at home, Mrs. Summerfield began 
now to recoiled; there was fuch a place 
as Iddleftone Lodge, and the happy un- 
difturbed days £he had enjoyed there, 
under the proteftion of a fond father, 
and aa indulgent mother j ilie did not 
then count the hours, uncaiy, and 
alone, or dozing on a reftlefs pillow, 
ftart from a flumber, by the loud rap- 
ping' of an inebriated hufband, or pain- 
ed with the fear of a greater evil, in 
the difiipation of her fortune, Mrs* 
Summerfield began to know the value 
of money only from the fear of loiing 
it, and having heard of her brother's 

6 ■ return. 
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return, his marriage with Mifs Egger- 
ton, and of her fifter^s, Conftantia, to 
Lord Marly, the retrofpedt of her own 
precipitate and imprudent conduct 
gave a wound, that the refort to fo- 
ciety, and gay thoughtlefs ccnnpany 
would not mollify or relieve; fhc 
began to fhun noife and riot, and to 
retire within herfelf, where the^'ifli 
to be one in that happy aflembly fhc 
had fo incautioufly abandoned, and 
again to breath under the aufpices of 
a father and mother ihe had fled from, 
formed the only pleafing moment fhc 
now enjoyed; thus fenfibly drooping 
under parental difpleafure, fhe could 
not, with cheerfulnefs, receive him 
who had caufed her to forfeit fuch 
VOL. II, H valuable 
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valuable bleffings ; he fled, therefore, 
to company more cheerful than he 
found at home, and in confequence a 
mutual indifference fucceeded; Mrs. 
Summerfield wrote to her brother 
Algernon, and to Lady Marly, letters 
of congratulation on their m^irriages, 
and his return, at the fame time wifh- 
ing thl^ir interference towards a recon- 
ciliation for her with Sir TheophHus 
and Lady Betty ; it was a fubjedt they 
did not dare to mention, the adb of 
deliberate difobedience was flill flrong 
on their minds, and their condu<£t 
fince, in the diflipated life Mr. Sum- 
merfield led, was fuch a reproach to 
his charadter, as a priefl, made them 
more offended. Mrs. Summerfield^ 

. in 
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m the review, as well as regretting 
her own imprudent condu<Sl, looked 
to the moment when fhe took Mr. 
Summerfield (in his dilguifc) for Young 
Mr. Cram, and now fancied the evil 
would have poflibly been lefs, at leaft 
the ofFence to her father would have 
admitted of mitigation, had fhe made 
the eledtion in favour of him, for her 
huiband; then reprefented how painful 
is retrofpedtion to a mind, whom felf- 
conviiflion leads to a review, unplea- 
fing and diflatisfa<ftory; why do the 
profligate, the imprudent, the difli- 
pated continue ftill to err, to avoid 
refledlion, to avoid the only means to 
forward a reclaim, and by that all en- 
joyments from the confcioufnefs of 

H 2 adiin^ 
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afting wrong? Thus Mrs. Summer-- 
field difgufted already with fcenes not 
fo tranquil or fo innocent as thofe fhc 
had, paffed at Iddleftone-Lodge, yet 
would a fmall temptation induce her to 
join with the vaia and giddy, certain 
at the time when the hour of retire- 
ment arrived,, it would as certainly 
bring; unpleafant reflexions in a review 
of thofe days, and the prefent fo much . 
lefs pleafing. 

Captain Clann and Lady Marly were 
very uneafy for the fituation of Mrs. 
Summerfield, and for the indifference 
and inattention fhewed her by Mr. 
Summerfield, they were well inform- 
ed ol the life he led, and were there- 
fore 
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fore folicitous to obtain a reeoncilia- 
tion, that flie might again appear at 
the Lodge. Capt. Clann judged the 
dilrefpe<ft fhewed Mr. Summerfield 
by her family, would only tend to 
make him more indifferent to his wife, 
and by that means increafe his fifter's 
idiftrelfes, inftead of lelfening them, 
and therefore wiflied Sir Theophilu^ 
and his mother to perniit a vifit ^ Lord 
Marly was made acquainted with their 
intention, and joined his Lady in the 
jprofecution of it. The Counfellor, on 
the receipt of his brother's letter at 
Grand Cairo, left the pyrimids abrupt- 
ly, and returned to England ; he was 
now juft arrived, and being informed 
6f th'eir united wifhes for' Mrs. Sum- . 

H 3 merfield's 
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merfield's return^ made one in the 
combination; they had fixed on the 
opportunity to mention the tender fub- 
jt& on a day when Lord Derry and 
his fon, with Lady Marly, dined at 
the Lodge i knowing they fhouldhave 
la tender as well as a powerfiil pleader 
for their caiife in Lord Derry; the 
plan being fettled after dinner, Capt. 
Clann filled his glafs, and drinking to 
the health of Sir Theophilus arid Lady 
Betty, faid to his mother, there were 
but two wanting to fill her ladyfhip's 
table as ufual ; yes, faid Lady Betty, 
my fon Theophilus and Bion, I wifli 
they were here ; no, faid the Captain, I 
mean not Bion, Lord Marly re- 
prefents him, then, iaid Lady Marly* 

thei^ 
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there can be but one wanting ; my 
cldeft brother voluntarily excludes 
himfelf, but where a petitioner and a 
claimant is denied, I muft think, my 
dear mamma, that is the only one 
that is wanting : Lady Betty took the 
meaning of her amiable daughter's 
words, as did Sir Theophilus, who 
only faid he was forry there was that 
one fo wanting* Come, come, faid 
the worthy Lord Derry, as we have 
found thofe we thought loft, let us 
not lofe thofe we may find — z peni- 
tent and a prodigal returning, we arc 
taught not to refufe. Sir Theophilus, 
laid they would confider of it ; Lady 
Betty fighed for her daughter and the 
loft honour to the family, when the 

H 4 Counfellor 
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Counfellor remarked, he hoped his rc^ 
turn would not be meant the prodigal 
for he aflured them there was a greater 
peuetent than himfelf, and confequent-^ 
ly more deferving their commijfTcra- 
tion; Lord Marly drank to a happy 
reconciliation, and the health of Mrs. 
Summerfield, and the young failor ; 
it was toafted round the table, and 
when it came to Sir Theophilus and 
Lady Betty, Lord Derry compelled 
them to drink the toaft ; thus this hap-* 
py interview was in part fettled, and 
Lady Marly was determined not to let 
it drop till Mrs. Summerfield had a 
meeting with her father ; (he was (if 
any) his favourite child, as in many 
inftances much like the father, he re- 
membered 
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tiiembered * in the good fort of a man/ 
Mr* Clann had declined returning to 
Ehgland till he had finifhed his pur- 
pofed tour ; we may well fuppofe th« 
Lodge would not afford him much fa-. 
tisfa€tion at this moment, aS in thd 
happinefs of his brother, he fhould 
fee too plainly what he had loft, in 
lofirijg the woman he only loved in 
the perfbn of Mifs Eggerton.. 

The prefent harmony as well as the 
approaching re -union of the family at 
the Lodge, muft not prevent us from 
taking a peep at the domeftic: concerns 
of the high fherifl; now about to un- 
dergo a ftrange revolution ; but ftahili- 
ty, in no inftance, either 6f fatisf^- 

H 5 tion. 
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tioh, or regret, of profperity or advcr*^ 
lity, pain or pleafurc, ficknefs or 
health is to be ever met with, tranfir* 
tory and checker'd, all we encounter* 
Young Mr. Cram had ieveral times 
thrown out an intention of going ano« 
ther voyage to the fbuth fes^, in order 
further to improve himfelf in the 
knowledge of the world and manners^ 
more than his late voyage had fiir- 
nifhed him with. Old Mr. Cram 
could not hear this idea of his ion's 
mentioned by him, but with viiibic 
concern, naturally hale and of a ftrong 
qonilitution himfelf, yet his years did 
not promife with a favourable afped a 
continuance ; age muft yield to tim#» 

«i4 to fqrt from hi^i darling iba 

9D^ 
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and him, who was to inherit fo large 
a fortune muft not be fubmitted too, 
he therefore ruminated on many ways 
to divert him from fuch a purpofe; at 
laft he thought none would be fo ef- 
fectual to attach him to his home as a 
prudent marriage^ fatisfied in his own 
mind it would be the only bar to check 
his roving difpofition ; he ventured for 
the firft time to confult Mrs. Cram on 
the fubjed> expreffing his uneafinefs 
at Nat having declared a wifh to go 
again to fea> and likewife his own 
opinion that a wifc> a prudent good 
wifci, would be the only means to pre-^ 
vent him. 

H 6 Mr«. 
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Mrs. Cram and Mifs Vulture had 
not yet relinquifhed their favourite 
fcheme. . Mr. Cram was twenty years 
older than his wife, Ihe was now but 
in the prime of life, when vigour gives 
animation to any purfuit, and there is 
youth left to forward the enjoyments ; 
the wife, therefore, looked beyond 
the date of Mr. Cram's exit from this 
world, ^nd as in fuch a difparity^ in- 
tereft, on her part, more then love, 
cemented the union, we may fuppofe 
^ i^paration, though for ever, did not, 
io retrofpedion, fp forcibly wound her 
peace, as not to look to fublcquent 
caufes; it is true flie had provided 
(previous to the marriage) to have a 
liandfbme fettlement, but that at her 

^ death 
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death would revert back to the fon 
and heir. Mifs V ulture could receive 
no benefit from it, and only in the 
participation of Nat*s future inheri- 
tance could fhe derive any advantage^ 
Many v^ere the plans they had already 
formed, if Mr* Cram died, and Mife 
Vulture was the wife of the fon,: the 
fortune, in their eftimation, would 
receive additional honours from the 
ufe they fhould make ' of it, and vari- 
ous . trips at polite Jfeafons to 6ath> 
to Brighton, to Harrogate, were to be 
taken, not £0 much t0 hffcn their 

• > 

grief for the lofs of the old man, as to 
ihew the world what a dupe they 
could and did makeiof the young one. 

." • .ft*' * ' 
6 We 
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We may therefore naturally con-r 
elude that when Mr. Cram mentioned 
the fubjedt of his ion's marriage with 
ibme prudent young woman (for he 
did not make uie of the polite word 
lady) Mrs. Cram was not only very 
attentive, but every latent wiih rofe 
in proportion to all they had formed ; 
but as caution is neceilary in a well 
conduced fiege, (he took care not to let 
her zeal for hit^ fbn's welfare overcome 
her circumfpeiftion ; and, therefore, 
when he mentioned his marriage, 
Mrs. Cram only coolly rephed, to be ] 
fure, a prudent marriage might be the 
means of keeping him at home, and, 
indeed, my dear, I fhould be fbrry to 
have him go on your account, as it 

would 
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\rould give you fuch uneaiinefs^ be- 
fides/ he will have a fine fortune^ that 
he may chufe where he pleaies^ and 
for money, if I was you, Mr. Cram, 
I ihould not be concerned about that» 
as he has enough of his own ; a young 
lady of good temper and ienie will 
make him much happier; you iee 
what a large fortune has brought 
Mifs Clann too^ Mr. Summerfi^ld only 
married her for her money is plain^ 
and now they hate each other. I hope, 
if your Ion marries, it will be to be. 
happy; Mr. Cram liilened attentively, 
he did not much like relinquijQiing the 
money, hut when he refleifted on what 
Mrs. Cram iaid, reipeffbig Mift:C}aQn, 
and more her wiih, diat his fon might 

be 
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be happy, he feemed to Join her fenti- 
ment; why, to be fure, my dearer 
money need be no object:, as Nat will 
have enough' when I am dead; I am 
fure, returned Mrs. Cram, it would 
grieve me if my Urfula was to marry 
for money only, aild be miiefablei 
fuch a fweet tempered- girl as fhe isp 
andfofenfible too; now, if he was to 
meet with fuch a temper as her's^ 
how happy it would make him. Mr, 
Cram remained filent — ^la ! now, con- 
tinued the wife, I have thought on it,; 
my dear ; if we could bring the young 
folks to like each other, it would bc^ 
in my opinion, a good match; Mr. 
Gram ftill continued mufing^ and Mrs.^ 
Craita: fayingy my Urfula is a fweet 

temper. 



A butler's diary* i6i 

temper, exaftly like her poor dear 
mother, then fhe has more fenfe then 
moft young ladies of her age, and fo 
prudent too ; I am fure, my dear, you 
cannot fay you know her to have done 
any thing wrong fince fhe has lived 
with me; Mr. Cram replied no, he 
did not know that fhe had ; well then, 
my .dear, where could he find a better 
wife; I am fure it would make me 
very happy to fee her fo well married, 
as it would be to fee your fon with fa 
good a wife: what fay you, my dear;^ 
why, Mrs. Cram, I don't know that 
I fhould have any objedtion, if Nat 
has it in his head ; fuppofe you men- 
tion it to him, my dear, and put him 
in the mind of marrying, before he 

fixes 
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fixes his rcfolution to go abroad^ for: if 
once they fix it is not an eafy matter 
to divert them fi-om their projeft. 
Mr. Cram faid he would, and Mrs. 
Cram, elated with her fuccefs, flew 
to the chamber of Mifs Vulture, and 
related all that had pafled between her 
and Mr. Cram ; again did they innu- 
merate the advantages as well as plea- 
fure, which would accrue to them by 
the union, from all which, the old 
gentleman was totally excluded. Mifi 
Vulture was dreffing herfelf during 
the converfation, and beheld not with 
a finall degree of pleafure thofe charms 
(he now took particular pains to oma« 
ment, in order to make that conqueft 
on which aU they had flattered them-* 

felvw 
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felves to participate in together, de- 
peoded. 

Mr. Cram went in fearch of his ion, 
who he found fitting in an arbour in 
the garden, mending fome fifhing 
tackle, and whiftling * Blow high 
blow low ;* on his father's faying he 
wanted to have a little ferious conver- 
fation with him ; the fon laid afide the 
££hing impliments, and^ attended ^ 
when Mr. Cram opened the bufinefi 
by obferving he was himfelf now quick 
advancing towards the decline of life, 
and as it was not probable he ihould 
live many years ; the only iatis&dtioa 
he could know on this fide the j^ve, 
was to fee him m^ed and fettled 

before 
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before he died, and he therefore wifh- 
ed he would turn his thought? to ma- 
trimony once more, and look out for 
a wife; Nat, as ufual, fhrugged liis 
fhoulders, and faying, he did not at 
^pr^fent fail with that wind ; was filent; 
indeed, fince Mr. Sumtiierfield had 
impofed on him in taking off Mifs 
'Clann, he had not thought of marri- 
age ; however, the 'father ftill prefling 
liim on the fubjedr, and at laft faying he 
had a clever girl in his eye*for him; 
f?at begged him to 'tdl who it was» 
uh 'Wtiidh thefa^er faid, Mifs Vulture, 
a very . prudent ' girl, (for he did not 
make ufe of lady) and a (weet temper^ 
your mother fays, befides you have 
lived together fo long, that you alreadjr 

know 
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know each other perfectly well — for 
that very reafon, father, I would not 
have her — no, no, I don't like coufin 
Urfula for a wife; the girl is well 
enough in her place ; but I would 
fooner have our Lucy, the dairy maid^ 
if I muft marry. Mr. Cram thus re- 
pulfed in the choice of a wife for his 
fon, begged him to confider of it, and 
then left him. Now our Lucy, the 
dairy maid, was a very pretty girl, 
and had, by her attractive charms^ 
often drawn the young 'fquire into the 
dairy to talte her cream, where he 
generally ftole fome kilTes behind the 
door like wife, befides he had made 
her. fome prefents, and at the fair at- 
Brecon^ a few weeks ago, he bought^ 

her 
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her fix yards of pink ribbon for a fair- 
ing, but he had likewiie, within ^ 
few days, made fome overtures, which 
did not flridtly accord with the virtue 
and purity of Lucy's heart ; (he there- 
fore flood aloof, and was coy, fhun- 
ning with care his company— he, 
therefore, on his father's mentioning 
Mifs Vulture as a wife proper for him, 
could not forbear making a comparifon 
not only natural, but nearefl his heart, 
that when his father left him he took 
a review of his words, and found Lucy 
by far the mofl eligible woman. 

In the mean time Mr. Cram think- 
ing it would offend his wife to be told 
the comparifon his fon had made In 

favour 
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lavour of Lucy to her niece, on her 
enquiry (as (he did impatiently on his 
return) how he had fucceeded, only 
faid that Nat would confider of it. 
When we are ferioufly bent to carry any 
point, we always interpret every thing^ 
favourable, both Mrs. Cram and Mifs 
Culture looked on his demuring as a 
fa<ft pofitive of his approbation, and 
prepared to meet him at dinner with 
the greateft good humour and affabili^ 
ty; it was 'fir,' and *fir,' at every 
word from one, while Ae intended 
wife fpoke with a rcferved fir, and a 
fmile of felf-applauding iktis£aL&ion, 
all was unnoticed by him for feveral 
days ; he dedicated his time to thought, 
but not on Mifs Vulture ; Lucy en- 

grofTcd 
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groffed his fenfibility, and at laft he 
caught an opportunity, and made her 
a down-right (as he called it) offer of 
marriage* Lucy, furprized and de- 
lighted, did not take a nioment to de- 
liberate, but aflented immediately, 
while the Yquire, pleafed with her 
eafy compliance, purpofed to follow 
the track Mr. Siunmerfield had taken, 
and go for Gretna-Green. Lucy, 
fearful that procraftination might be 
attended with difappointment to her* 
being made a lady, preft for the jour- 
ney, and while Mrs. Cram and Mifs 
Vulture Were in daily expedlation of 
his throwing himfelf at her feet, there 
to breathe out his paffion; he was 
with his Lucy planning an elopement, 

which 
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which they the next morning put into 
execution. 'On Lucy rifing at her 
accuftomed hour early to attend her 
cows; the Tquire was ready, and 
they walked, or rather run to the 
next town, about two miles off, where 
he put her into a pofl-chaiie, and they 
were many miles from Iddleftone be* 
fore any of the family were ftiring ; 
to complete the fcene, Nat» in exa« 
mining his wardrobe^ previous to the 
journey, diicovered Mr. Summer^ 
field^s raven grey coat and waiftcoa^, 
and recollecting how much his cloaths 
had tended to keep fecret his elope- 
ment with Mifs Clann, did not htfu 
tate to put inmiediately on the moufti^ 
fill vcft. 

VOL. II. I Mr* 
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Mr. Cram, jun. not appearing at 
the breakfeft table as ufual, was en* 
quired for without any apparent doubt, 
but when all fearch proved incfFecShial, 
we may infer his not appearing pror 
duced as much or more fiirprife and 
conflernation, as his appearance did 
on a iimilar occafion, but this break- 
faft was attended with more mortify- 
ing refle(3ions, for Lucjr- h^ad . negled:-: 
cd to bring in any cream for I?reafa&jfl; j 
" the dairy was rcfoi:ted too, when it wa5 

iSbund the cows that morning had not been 
jiiilked, in fad; the dairy^ ^s the houfe, 
was in great confufion, for the fpmale 
fervants, whp had been envious of thjB 
marks of partiality Lucy had received 
from the young Tquire, did no): (on 

her 

'5 
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her being miffing), fcruple to fay (he 
was run away with their young maftcr , 
this report, with his frequent prefents 
to Lucy, (of which ihe was too proud 
to conceal) reaching the parlour to 
Mrs, Cram and Mifs Vulture, made 
the want of cream unneceflary — ^the 
tei equipage went away untouched; 
while they hid their own fenfible cha-^ 
grin under the appearance of regret 
they felt for Mr. Cram, begging hin> 
not to be diftreft, as all would be for 
the beft; indeed, the only hope they^ 
derived, was, that he could not poffi-. 
bly intend to marry her; however,^ 
Mr, Cram fent to: the town, from 
wHence they took chaife, to enquire if 
his fori had been there, and the anfwer^ 

I 2 was. 
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was, on the enquiry, that Lucy Hart 
had been there very early in the morn* 
ing, and went in a chaife with a gen- 
tleman in black, but being afkedif it 
was not young Mr. Cram, was anfwered 
no, for the family were not in mourn- 
ing, on ^hich a poft boy, who had 
feen them get into the carpage, in 
the inn yard, faid, adz niggers ill be- 
hang'd if it was not young mafter, for 
I thought it looked like him in the 
face; this intelligence being brought 
to Iddleftone, all doubt was renaoved, 
slnd Mrs. Cram adminifteredthe fame 
confolation to her hufband as fhe and 
Mifs Vulture had adopted, namely, 
that he certainly did not intend to 
marry her; it was however, but a 

poor 
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poor refource, for when they retired 
to drefs, inftead of parting to their 
fcveral apartments, Mifs Vulture ac^ 
companied her aunt, and in mutual 
<:ondolence, expreft their mutual diff 
content ; poor, but innocent Lucy, had 
her ihare of calumny, — a dirty huflcy, 
Mrs.Cram faid,but ihe always fufpefted 
flie was a forward one; one faid flie 
was pretty, and another faid ihe wds 
pretty, which had turned the girl's 
•head; for her part, beauty was nothing 
in her eye, unlefs there was virtue toou 
Mifs Vulture remained filent, fhe felt 
the lofs too forcibly to be voluble—^ 
difappointment has different ways of. 
expreflion^ on different hkbits, and 
Mrs. Cram having talked a long time 

I 3. without 
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without receiving any anfwer from her 
niece, at laft refolved to go herfelf 
to odd Hart, her father^ and give it 
them well, for bringing their- daugh-^ 
-ter up with fo much pride, as to af- 
pire to her betters, for fhe would 
be hanged if it was not the forward 
girl as made him run away with her. 
Nat, you know Urfula, is of a Ibbcr 
turn, and when Mr. Cram> your 
uncle^ thought he bad gone off with 
Mifs Clann, I was fure to the contra- 
ry/ as it proved ; I will, however, 
prevail on Mr. Cram to alter his will, 
and not let that Hufley partake of his 
fortune : thus in the bitternefs of dif- 
appointed ambition, were the truly 
innocent traduced, but their irritated 

abufe 
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abufe did not flacken the wheels of the 
carriage which conveyed Lucy from 
Iddleftone, and they reached Gretna- 
Grfeen, not without fo many delays on 
the road from the want of judgment 
of the lovers, as might have given an 
opportunity for them to have been 
overtaken within twenty miles of 
Iddleftone, had there been any, nay 
the leaft dilatory purfuit ; a few miles 
before they reached St. Albans, the 
chaife broke down, on another ftagc 
one of the horfes were fo lame as to 
oblige them to walk feveral miles, 
then Lucy, from not being ufed to ride, 
and fo feft too, was very ill, which 
illnefs detained them a day; within* 
two ftagcs of Gretna-r Green, they 

I 4 found 
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found they had left their fniall box,^ 
which contained a few abfolute necef- 
farieSy and they were detained till it 
was fetched from the laft ftage, but 
not being certain they had left it there ; 
they, however, arrived at Gretna- 
Green, where the indi£bluble knot 
was tied,' which, in a few minutes, 
blafbd all the hopes of Mrs. Cram, 
and her niece, for ever, tod made 
Lucy Hart the lawftd wife of Mr. 
Cram's fbn and heir. 

The ceremony being paft, they re- 
turned to town, where he (hewed 
Lucy London, Weftminfter- Abbey, 
the lions in the tower, and Mrs. Sal- 

mons old wax-work, all which had. 

been 
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been feen by himfelf many times, an4 

to which the whole extent of hi$ 

knowledge of town-fights )-eached, 

except Sadler's Wells, or other infc** 

rior places of evening refort; totheie 

he would not venture for fear of her ta^ 
king thefinall-pox, but we muft notice 

the 'fquire's generofity, for he bought 
Mrs. Cram an abundance of fine 
cloaths, with a gold watch ; as hij^ 
father already allowed him three hun- 
dred a year for his own expences, and 
his Lucy being decorated in the nK>- 
dern £ifhion ; we mufl do her the juf* 
tice to fiiy fhe was a very fine womai^ 
as well as to compliment him on his 
choice* The 'iquire was highly de- 
lighted with his bride, and i^adeed 

I 5 nothing 
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nothing was wanting but education^ 
and as his mother fays^ education goes 
before beauty; the accomplifhment 
of which mtift be left as a tafk for the 
new married man ; or etfe he would 
-have had no employment* Had he 
made choice of Mifs Vulture, at leaft 
the aunt, in the warmth of her partiali- 
ty to her niece's perfections, did not 
think any was wanting. 

'Aft^r contmufng a week in town, 
Mr. Cram, with his new married 

» r . - 

lady proceeded to Huntingdonshire, 
flopping within a fcw^ miles of Iddle^ 
ftont/ he wrote a letter to his father, 
expreiSive of the moft dutiful refjpcSt, 
t)ut* not in the Idaft drawing on him* 
^y -•-- felf 
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felf any. blame for what he had 
done, on the contrary he extolled his 
wife as a model of perfection, ifoping 
his father would leceive her as his 
daught^er; the letter concluded with 
his refpe(3:$ to Mrs. Cram and love ta 
coufin Urfula* 



This letter left no dawn of hope,, 
either for the aunt or niece. Mrs. 
Cram could not forbear expreffing 
rancour in terms of refentment; I 
hope, Mr. Cram, you will not, by 
yoiur fbndnefs for your fon, infult me 
in introducing his wife at your table. 
My niece has not been ufed to fuch 
compaiy; however^ there was no 

^ger as Mr. Cram was es^ceedingly 

•* * . 

I 6. ^ngry^ 



I t ' 
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iingry wkh his Ibn^ and Mrs. Cnmi 
took care to keep up his apparent an- 
ger ; in time nature ncyerthelefe fub- 
dued his rage, and having received 
fcveral letters with his repeated pro- 
feffions of regard for his father, he at 
length agreed to allow him four hun- 
dred a year, and they took a houfe in 
the vicinity of the ncighbourhoo(^, 
where they refided fince their return 
into the country j forely was this provi*- 
i6on made for him againft Mrs. Cram*« 
confent, though (he did not dare to op^ 
'^fe iti in a (hort time the fon ventured 
•to vifit the father, and was at fifft re- 
ceived coolly by him; a repetition 
lMX)ught more familiarity, an^fbon n 
fec<mc3iatton took place for hkufolf, 

but 



Imix Mr«. Cnim had fuch influence he 
Mver cMild dbtain the favour for his 
wtfe; however thef lived in great 
haitnohy> the fhn telling his father^ in 
idbe prefence of Mrs. Cram and Mi& 
Vulture that he never (aw a woman 
he could love heiides> except Mi& 
Bggeiton. 

Lady Marly, at the lodge, was not 
orfy indefatigable, butfb uigent to ob- 
tain aft interview for Mrs. Summer- 
field with Sir Theojp^Sus and h^r mo- 
-dier, that at length ihe fucteeded> 
^nd 4V(r. and Mn$. Sutnmeriield had 
'an'invitatiofi tcrcpme *down. Captain 
-Gknn included Mr« fiuqimerfield as & 

reli«r hAppinefs at home 

•-'^' as 
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as abroadr the meeting brought about 
^ perfect reconciUati<>fi^ jb dqniequence 
they left their houfc in^ Dover- Street, 
and c&me Arid r^fided beai" I^leftone. 
Mr. SummerfieLd dius fe|)arated from 
bis gay companiosis, beqame again "a 
rational man, and ie^iible of his im - 
prudence, as well as extreme folly, 
endeavoured to eradicate from the 
minds of all, his deviation from the 
right, by an attention to every dutyi 
becoming him as a man, and his pro* 
fefiion; this ingratiated hin^ into the 
iavour of Sir Theophilos ^ond the fami^ 
ly, and in the atonemiieitt .{from 9. 
truly virtu.ous principle) ^ey ^^a^ea^ 
voured to forget the tBMi(gre)®i<9Vr M?* 
Summerfieldfsr parent. |V»4£if /^iM^: f^ 

good 



good education at college, which ws^ 
all the inheritance he was to exped: or 
they could beftow, confequently be 
became one of the unbeneficed clergy, 
dependent on the world for a pecuni- 
ary living ; a fet of gentlemen the moft 
to be pitied as patronized of any in 
the kingdom; he was, however, 
bleft with a found underilanding, thait 
when he corrected thofe errors which 
the juvinality of youth occafioned, tCK 
gether with unexpedted good fortune; 
he became a gentleman indeed, not 
proceeding^ from the goods of fortune ; 
they, are precarious, but from the ele^ 
gancc of his manners, his probity,, his 
benevolence, his general philanthropy 
thele chacaidteri^h the in^^gentlens^, 

and 
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*Qd therefore, though in Lady Betty's 
eftimation, no true gentility can poffi- 
bly be, which is not hereditary; wt 
will fay, diat in the fucceeding years, 
Mr. Sununerfield, by theie valuable 
poflefHons, became an ornament to 
her £imiiy, rather than a reproach, 
and gave a fandtion by his profeifioti 
to the regularity of cheerful company, 
as in other inftances his pre&nce 
might be a check to licentioufnefs or 

immorality. 

t 

Mrs. Clann having acknowlec^d 
ihc had received from Mr. Ruie,^ duc- 
ting her^ refidence at Chepftow^ a 
hundred and fifty pounds, Mr. Check 
<^ ordei$d^^ lAarefuUy to cauuhti^ dUl 

his 
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his papers and books^ to fee if he had 
made any fuch entry^ but finding none^ 
it appeared he had advanced it out of 
his own private property, on which 
Captain Clann waited on his nephew, 
to whom he had left what remained ; 
this youth wasjuft of age, and nearly out 
of his time,having ierved an apprentice-* 
(hip to a filverimith in the city. Capt* 
Clann not only returned the money 
advanced, but at Mrs. Clann's requefl 
j.«hknad«ftonh«b«>kerforfiv, 
hundred pounds more, to enable him to 
go into partnerfhip with his brother, 
who was in an extenfive line of trade^ 
-and would take him in on that fum 
being advanced. The poor Gentoo, 
toDj in all thefe icenes was not forgot 

by 
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by Captain Clann^ and the amiable 
Mr. Talbot, they fent to him every 
article which, from this country was 
thought would be . acceptable, they 
had afterwards the pleafure to hear 
they were received by him, and gave 
great fatisfadlion, indeed from his 
fidelity to the governor, he got fe fa^ 
advanced in places of emolument, 
that he wanted no pecuniary affift- 
ance, in their letters (for both Captain 
Clann and Lieuteniant Talbot wrote 
to him in the name of the whole) they 
preft him to come to England; his 
anfwer was * me never feave my new 
ftiafter, or Bombay,' they had fre- 
quently afterwards the pleafure to 
hear he continued there in good bealth> 

and 



A ^butler's diary. 1&7 

and lived to a great age, as the natives 
in general do. 

Broom Grove. had undergone the pro* 
pofed repairs, and was now compleated; 
being new furnifhed in an elegant as well 
as a Ibperb manner ; many weeks had 
been fixed on for the removal of Capt. 
Clann and his lady, but Lady Betty or Sir 
Thcophilus always found fome matter 
to detain theci a few day^ longer; 
they were unwilling to part from the 
child whofe innocent attention and 
beauty indeared'him much to them, as 
well as the afFedion they bore the pa*- 
rents ; the re-union of the family rew 
ilored their former happinefs, and let-- 
ters had beenireceived from Bion, in tho 

Weft- 



l88 A butler's DlAftY. 

Weft- Indies, informing them he was 
in perfedt health. Sir Theophilus had 
likewife a letter from the Captain with 
whom he failed, giving him the beft 
of charaders^ that his checrfulnefs 
and affability made him refpefted by 
the Whole crew, and he did not think 
there was a man on board who woul^ 
not rifk his life to ferve him; 
as an officer he was diligent in his 
.duty, and his courage equalled his 

condud. This account gaye Sir 

Theophilus a fibnfible pleafurc. Lady 
Betty began to look back to her former 
wifhes and expedtations ; in the Coun*- 
fellor, ail ideas of the Chancellodhip 
had fubiided, her fears for the per- 
£>hal fafety of her darling fbn». the 

Captain^ 



r 
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Captain, long had made her foregoi 
the military hope of feeing him a Ge- 
neral ; but in this promiiing account 
of Bion> fhe began again to look for» 
ward to a day, when fhe mi^ht fee 
him an admiral, and we may with 
propriety add, perhaps in this her 
kdyfhip's fanguinc wiih, fhc might 
not be difappointed, as he at prefent. 
fbemed, by his intentional good con- 
duct, to look to as high a promotion 
himfelf in future. 



We cannot quit our hiftory without 
a remark on the futility, and inftabili- 
ty of our'^ own expectations or wifhes. 
Mrs. Cram did not furvivc the juflice, 
for file wasfuddenly iei2edw]£h a bili-> 

4. eus 
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ous cholic, which terminated her 
life in a few days, to the extreme grief 

« 

of Mr. Cram and Mifs Vulture ; young 
Mrs. Cram fecretly rejoicing, as to 
her fhe imputed her baniflunent from 
the houfe of her father-in-law, and 
with great truth, for Mrs. Cram was 
no fooner in her grave, then the fon's 
ifcendancy, brought her to fee his fe- 
ther, when her modefty of behaviour 
quickly overcame in the old gentle- 
man's mind, her obfcure origin ; much 
as it was mortifying to . Mifs Vulture, 
to be not only compelled to fit at the 
table with her, but to refign the head, 
where fhe, had fat fince the dieath - of 
the aunt, who, on her death bed, 
made Mr. Cram promife to Jceepi her 
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till he died, which promife hefulfilledi 
for he furvived his wife, about four 
years ; in his will he left Mifs Vulture 
a thoufand pounds, all the reft of his 
property to his fon, who, with his 
wife, immediately took pofleffion of 
the houfe; Mifs Vulture being obliged 
on this occafion to fcek another home. 
The new Efquire enjoyed his fortun? 
with moderation, continuing very fond 
of his Lucy, , ,wl?o he frequently called 
his Sheet Anchor, He fettled an an- 
i^Vfity on C^d Hart and his wife, on 
lyhich they lived very ;Comfortably, 
Mrs^ Cram had two brothers, who he 
apprenticed . to different trades in the 
cjtyj with ^ Monjife to fet them up in 
^($^. when out of their time. 

After 
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After many procraftinations Broom 
Grove became the habitation of 
Captain and Mrs. Clann, at the 
diftance of fix miles from the lodge ; 
at firft Mrs. Clann felt many uneafy 
fenfations in reflefting on the happy 
days fhe formerly fpent there, in the 
remembrance of Lady Eggerton her 
mother, which could not fail to recali 
her faithful fervant Bridget to her mind 
with regret. Happy in an acquifition, 
they followed the natural di<^tes of 
their hearts in every poflible means 
of adminiftring afliftance and comfort 
to each individual; the plan Cap- 
tain and Mrs. Clann had purpofed 
when firfl they fixt their intentiota of 
living there j liot content folely ih 'ife- 

Ueving 
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lieving the indigent, they fought the 
private receffes of concealed pdverty^ 
fliunning oftentation, they found a 
fofficient refburce in their own bofomyy 
from a confcioufnefs of doings right, 

■ ■ 

and lived happy in a retirement fuitecf 
for fuch purpofes. Many letters had 
teen wrote to Mr. Clann, ftill at Con^ 1 
ftantinople, to rcqueft his return home, 
but they were ineffectual, as he had 
extended his plan in a tour he purpofed 
to take, which would require feveral 
years to accomplifli, in confequence 
his feat for Becon, at the enfuing 
eledtion became vacated, the only me- 
lancholy caufe they had to expexft he 
would return fooner than he intended,^ 
was the apparent ill health of Sir 
VOL. IK K Theophilus, 
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Theophilus, which incrcafed.very ra?* 
pidly; though when they wrote the 
alarming accounts to him, they enter-^ 
tained hopes, his prefence might oper- 
ate as a cure ; in this expe<9:ation they 
all participated. Captain Clann, parti- 
cularly wiflied his brother's return, as 
he looked on himfelf as an acceflary, 
in which his wife was the principle, 
who had made that amiable man 
alien, from his native country. 
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